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FINLANDIA

JEAN SIBELIUS Transcribed for Concert Band
by Mark H. Hindsley

INSTRUMENTATION

1. Ist Flutes 17. 1st Cornets

2. 2nd Flutes 18. 2nd Cornets

3. 1st Oboe ‘ 19. 3rd Cornets

4. 2nd Oboe 20. Ist Trumpets

5. st Bassoons 21. 2nd Trumpets

6. 2nd Bassoons 22. 1st Horns (F)

7. lst Clarinets 23. 2nd Horns

8. 2nd Clarinets 24. 3rd Horns

9. 3rd Clarinets 25. 4th Horns
10. Bass Clarinets 26. 1st Trombones
11. Eb Contrabass Clarinets 27. 2nd Trombones
12. String Basses 28. 3rd Trombones (Bass)
13. 1st Alto Saxophone 29. Euphoniums
14, 2nd Alto Saxophone 30. Tubas
15. Tenor Saxophone 31. Timpani, Triangle

16. Baritone Saxophone Cymbals, Bass Drum

Finlandia is considered one of the most nationalistic musical works in the symphonic repertoire. |t
has been said that the patriotic Finns became so aroused on hearing this music when it was new that pub-
lic performances had to be prohibited. In Finlandia Sibelius has captured so well the nobility and rugged
beauty of the Finnish countryside and the power 1n fhe hearts and bodies of her people that it has often
been assumed that the melodies used are folk tunes; not so, they are all original with Sibelius. Sullen,
menacing brass chords introduce the music, followed by contradicting prayerful phrases, sad, yet soothing,
persisting against growing agitation and vehemence. After a brilliant dynamic peak comes a hymn-like
melody that suggests mourning for the fallen in battle, but this also, when reiterated, reveals a growing
feeling of triumph, and in the conclusion mounts to a climax of great eloquence.
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