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PROGRAM NOTES

The four British folk songs presented in this colorful and engaging medley (in order of appearance)
are as follows:

A Rovin’
Versions of this rollicking sea shanty date back as far as the early |7th century, during the
reign of Charles I.

Early One Morning
One of the most recognizable of British folk tunes, with roots in the [8th century,
accompanies words describing the despair of lost love, and often encountered theme in the
poetry of the time.

Barbara Allen
Early versions of this sad and poignant ballad, originating in the 17th century, are found with
the alternate title Barbara Ellen.

The Lincolnshire Poacher
Poaching was actually a way of life for many English country families even up to the 19th

century, and this is certainly one of the best known folk songs on the subject that has
survived.

NOTES TO THE CONDUCTOR

Unique features of this arrangement include optional solo passages written for alto saxophone,

oboe, euphonium and trumpet.
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