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Climb the Mountains Tall
By Vince Gassi

Grade Level: 2 (Medium Easy)

Inspired by “The Dream,” a poem by Darren Clayton, this work reflects the spirit of adventure 
necessary to journey to new places and new experiences. After a bold introduction, the flutes, oboe, 
and bells present a heroic melody with supporting roles provided by the baritone and snare drum. 
The full band then joins in and expands on the theme, energy building all the while. We journey 
briefly through a minor key and a slower, more contemplative section. With a transition back to the 
main theme, and a change of key, we boldly approach the exciting conclusion of our travels. 

Climb the Mountains Tall was commissioned by the Unionville Public School Concert Band 
(Unionville, Canada).

INSTRUMENTATION

 1  � Conductor Score
 10  � Flute
 2  � Oboe
 2  � Bassoon
 6  � 1st Bb Clarinet
 6  � 2nd Bb Clarinet
 2  � Bb Bass Clarinet
 2  � 1st E b Alto Saxophone
 2  � 2nd E b Alto Saxophone
 2  � Bb Tenor Saxophone
 1  � E b Baritone Saxophone
 4  � 1st Bb Trumpet
 4  � 2nd Bb Trumpet

 2  � F Horn
 3  � Trombone
   2  � Baritone B.C.
 2  � Baritone T.C.
 2  � Tuba
  Percussion – 5 players: 
 1  � Bells
 2  � Percussion 1 (Snare Drum, 

Bass Drum)
 3  � Percussion 2 (Crash 

Cymbals/Triangle/
Suspended Cymbal)

 1  � Timpani

WORLD PARTS
available for download from  
www.alfred.com/worldparts

E b Alto Clarinet
E b Horn
Trombone in Bb T.C.
Trombone in Bb B.C.
Euphonium in Bb B.C.
Tuba in Bb T.C.
Tuba in Bb B.C.
Tuba in E b T.C.
Tuba in E b B.C.
String Bass
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The Dream
 

I walk, I run, I fly,
Through street, through field and sky;

 
I open every door,

To those who’ve flown before;
 

We fly to countries too,
And speak in language new;

 
I sing the natives’ songs,

Not caring if they’re wrong;
 

I swim in oceans deep,
As clouds begin to weep;

 
I bathe in Heaven’s spring,
And hear the angels sing;

 
I climb the mountains tall,

I jump, I fly, I fall;
 

A darkness fills my head,
I land at home,

In bed.
 

D. James Clayton
 2008

 

This poem was inspired by a dream I had: a dream where I was flying; a flying that with great suddenness turned 
to a falling; where colours of immaculate white quickly surrendered to a consuming blackness; and with a start I 
awoke in bed.
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Commissioned by the Unionville Public School Concert Band (Unionville, Canada), Will Stokes, conductor

Duration - 3:15
CONDUCTOR SCORE Climb the Mountains Tall
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