
Please note: Our band and orchestra music is now being collated by an automatic high-speed system. 
The enclosed parts are now sorted by page count, rather than score order. 

CONCERT BAND

ABOUT THE COMPOSER

James Ployhar, one of the most well-respected composers in the field of music education, has over 800 credited music 
publications. He is the author of the Contemporary Band Course, which is now an Alfred publication. The course has 
been translated into French and Norwegian, and is now in use throughout Norway.

Mr. Ployhar’s extensive background in orchestration includes work with Knud Havalde of the Danish Royal 
Philharmonic Orchestra. His music has aired on network television, and has been performed internationally in Europe, 
Japan and the Pacific Rim nations.

In addition to over 19 years of public school teaching, Mr. Ployhar’s career as an educator also encompassed numerous 
clinics and workshops at the college and university level. His academic credits include a BS from Valley City State 
University (North Dakota), an MA from Northern Colorado University, and graduate study in composition under Morris 
Hutchings Ruger at California State University-Long Beach. His frequent appearances as a clinician/conductor have 
been enthusiastically welcomed throughout the United States, Canada, Norway, Germany, and England. 

To his credit, Ployhar founded the Fargo Big Band All-Stars, a musical group that frequently performed in and around 
Fargo, North Dakota, including regular engagements at Silent Movie Night, held at the historic Fargo Theatre.

Mr. Ployhar is a past recipient of the National Band Association Citation of Excellence offered for outstanding 
contributions through bands and band music. He also received the Distinguished Alumnus Award from his alma mater 
and has been a member of the American Bandmasters Association.

PROGRAM NOTES

Inspired by the beauty of one of the warmest and sunniest cities in Alberta, Canada including its friendliness and 
community spirit, this original work is a concert overture that is characterized with great melodic content and stirring 
rhythmic involvement. Solid scoring sure to be well received for both concert and contest. (4:30)

Lethbridge Overture
JAMES D. PLOYHAR (ASCAP)

Grade 3

INSTRUMENTATION

 1 Conductor
 3 1st Flute
 3 2nd Flute
 2 Oboe
 2 Bassoon
 3 1st Bb Clarinet
 3 2nd Bb Clarinet
 3 3rd Bb Clarinet
 2 Bb Bass Clarinet

 2 1st Eb Alto Saxophone
 2 2nd Eb Alto Saxophone
 1 Bb Tenor Saxophone
 1 Eb Baritone Saxophone
 3 1st Bb Cornet
 3 2nd Bb Cornet
 3 3rd Bb Cornet
 1 1st F Horn
 1 2nd F Horn
 2 3rd & 4th F Horn

 2 1st Trombone
 2 2nd Trombone
 2 3rd Trombone
 2 Baritone Bass Clef
 1 Baritone Treble Clef
 4 Tuba
 1 Timpani
 4 Drums 

(Snare Drum, Bass Drum,  
Crash Cymbals/Suspended Cymbal)
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