
Please note: Our band and orchestra music is now being collated by an automatic high-speed system. 
The enclosed parts are now sorted by page count, rather than score order. 

PROGRAM NOTES

The Gettysburg Address was written by Abraham Lincoln and delivered by him on November 19, 1863 as part of the 
dedication of the Soldiers’ National Cemetery at the location of the Battle of Gettysburg in Gettysburg, Pennsylvania. 
It commemorates the fallen soldiers of the American Civil War. The powerful speech contains only ten sentences and 
lasted approximately two minutes. Ironically, it contains the phrase “The world will little note, nor long remember what 
we say here…,”—the exact opposite is true, because it became one of the most well-known, and is considered one of 
the greatest speeches of all time.

NOTES TO THE CONDUCTOR

The Gettysburg Address, which contains pieces of three civil war songs—“Battle Cry of Freedom,” “Dixie,” and “Battle 
Hymn of the Republic,” may be performed with or without a narrator. If no narrator is used, the piece should begin at 
measure 2. If a narrator is used, it is recommended that the speaker deliver the text off-stage. For narrators with some 
musical training, a part that indicates what the band is playing is provided along with a text-only version. The first 
sentence should be spoken before the band comes in at measure 2. 

The alignment of text and music can be somewhat arbitrary; however, there are a couple points where the music and 
text should line up: 1) “…far above our poor power to add or detract” should be completed just before measure 33. 
2) “… last full measure of devotion” should end right before the middle of measure 48. 3) The last phrase, “…shall not 
perish from the earth” should be completed at the beginning of measure 56.

I hope you and your ensemble find The Gettysburg Address to be an exciting and worthwhile musical experience!

The Gettysburg Address
Text by ABRAHAM LINCOLN 

Musical setting by MICHAEL STORY (ASCAP)
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 1 Narrator (with musical cues)
 1 Narrator (text only)
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(Tune: C, F)
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Available for download from 
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Horn in Eb

Trombone/Baritone in Bb Bass Clef
Tuba in Eb Bass Clef
Tuba in Eb Treble Clef
Tuba in Bb Bass Clef
Tuba in Bb Treble Clef
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The Gettysburg Address
FULL SCORE
Approx. Duration - 3:00
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We have come to dedicate a portion of that field, as a final resting place for those who here gave their lives that that nation might live.
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 dedicate, we cannot consecrate, we cannot hallow this ground.
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