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Program Notes

“Picoso” means hot or spicy in Spanish. Rondo Picoso is an energetic, rhythmic work for young band in the classic 
rondo form, but with a Latin tinge. The rondo form is usually ABACABA, and in this piece, each section has its 
own style and mood, beginning with the bright, syncopated A theme that repeats throughout. The B theme is 
lyrical and subdued, while the C theme in the middle of the work is in a menacing minor key. Ultimately, the A 
theme prevails, as it does in all rondos, and drives to the festive and lively conclusion. Latin percussion color is 
featured throughout, and there are many opportunities for the percussion section. A performance of this piece 
is a fun way for audiences and young performers to explore musical form and structure.

Winner of the 2012 National Band Association Young Band Composition Contest.

i n s t r u m e n t a t i o n

GRADE LEVEL: 3 (MEDIUM)

 1   —  Conductor Score
 10   —  Flute
 2   —  Oboe
 2   —  Bassoon
 6   —  1st B  Clarinet
 6   —  2nd B  Clarinet
 2   —  B  Bass Clarinet
 2   —  1st E  Alto Saxophone
 2   —  2nd E  Alto Saxophone
 2   —  B  Tenor Saxophone
 1   —  E  Baritone Saxophone

 4   —  1st B  Trumpet
 4   —  2nd B  Trumpet
 2   —  F Horn
 3   —  1st Trombone
 3   —  2nd Trombone
 2   —  Euphonium
 1   —  Euphonium T.C.
 4   —  Tuba
Percussion – 6 players:
 2   —  Mallet Percussion (Marimba/Bells)

 3   —   Percussion 1 (Snare Drum/

Suspended Cymbal, Bass Drum)

 2   —   Percussion 2 (Bongos, Egg Shaker 

(or Cabasa)/Maracas) 
 1   —   Timpani

WORLD PARTS 
available for download from  
www.alfred.com/worldparts

E Alto Clarinet
E Contra Alto Clarinet
B Contra Bass Clarinet
E Horn
1st Trombone in B T.C.
2nd Trombone in B T.C.
1st Trombone in B B.C.
2nd Trombone in B B.C.
Euphonium in B B.C.
Tuba in B T.C.
Tuba in B B.C.
Tuba in E T.C.
Tuba in E B.C.
String Bass

Rondo Picoso
By Clifton Jameson Jones
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