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All Around the Circle
(I’se the B’y)

Bill Thomas taught music for twenty-three years at the elementary and high school levels in the York Region District School Board
spending most of that time as the head of the music department at Markham District High School. He is a former Drum Corps 
International adjudicator and he has been an arranger for over forty marching bands and drum & bugle corps in Canada and the 
United States. Bill is currently an Assistant Professor of Music and the conductor of the Wind Symphony at York University in 
Toronto.

Please contact the composer if you require any further information about this piece
or his availability for commissioning new works and appearances.

bill.thomas@enpmusic.com

ISBN: 9781554735211
CATALOG NUMBER: CB10180

COST: $65.00
DURATION: 3:15

DIFFICULTY RATING:GRADE 3
Concert Band

www.enpmusic.com

Bill Thomas

This piece is based on the Newfoundland folk song “I’se the B’y” (I’m the Boy). All Around the Circle was 
composed to introduce students to quartal harmonies, which are constructed using intervals of the fourth 
rather than the far more common tertian harmonies that are comprised of major, and minor thirds.  These 
unique harmonies give this work a fresh, exciting sound.

The title of the piece comes from the lyrics of the second verse of the song:

“Hip your partner Sally Thibeau
Hip your partner Sally Brown

Fogo, Twillingate, Morton's Harbour
All around the circle”
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