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Ryan Meeboer

Fantastic Overture is a musical depiction of a knight's battle, against an evil force, for the love of a woman.! In listening to the 
piece, many elements contribute to its programmatic nature.! Firstly, the time signature gives the piece a medieval mood or feel.! 
Although it requires a slower tempo, the music uses the traditional dance meter from middle aged music (as heard in many films 
and theatre works).

Further elements that add to the story can also be heard throughout the piece.! The opening measures create the initial mood of 
conflict by having a drone in the lower brass and woodwinds, crossed with the innocent theme in the clarinets and glockenspiel, 
representing the female.!

At letter A, we are introduced to the knight's first theme, found in the flute and French horn.! Having both the knight's theme and 
his lover's theme creates the relationship between the mood.! The minor mode also creates some tension in the piece, showing that
danger lurks around the two main characters.

Letter B alters the pieces motion, as the major mode is now used, also modifying the knight's theme.! This change in mode creates
a braver character in the knight, rather than a troubled one.! This bravery feeling is advanced further at letter C, by having the low 
brass and woodwinds playing a counter melody to the knight's theme.

At letter D, the eighth notes in the clarinets give the piece a faster motion, while creating some tension.! Meanwhile, the low brass
and winds create a new melody, representing the evil force endangering the lovers.

At letter E, innocence and sadness of the female character is represented by the melody and counter melody played between the 
flutes and the trumpets.! This also slows down the quick motion of the piece in the previous sections, as well as preparing the 
climaxing moments of the piece.

Once letter F is reached, all three themes are played simultaneously: the knight's second (braver) theme, the female's (innocent) 
theme, and the evil force's theme.! This is used to represent the beginning of the final conflict between the three characters.! Letter
G continues with this conflict by returning the knight's original theme in the alto saxophone and the French horn.! The striking 
notes played by the flute, clarinets, and tenor saxophone show the clash between the knight and the evil force as they battle.

Finally, all instruments begin to play the clashes at letter H.! The higher notes are also used to create more tension during this final
battle.! Like most cliché finales, the fight ends with the evil character perishing, but not before reviving for one final attempt to 
defeat the knight, as heard in the four closing measures.
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ḟ œ

˙
f

œ

.˙
F
.˙

F
˙
f

œ

œ œ œ œ

œ œ œ œ

ḟ
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