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Donald Coakley

THE WORK: Masquerade was commissioned by the Hannaford Street Silver Band.  This is a British style brass band  whose 
personnel is composed of members of the Opera and Ballet orchestras, as well as freelance musicians in Toronto, Ontario.   I 
wanted to personalize the work.  To do so, I created tone rows from the letter notes drawn from the names of the members of each
section of the band. These individual rows were “boiled” down to one row, and its derivatives. These four motives served as the 
thematic, and harmonic material for the composition.  Masquerade is an apt title for the composition, since these elements come 
from the members of the band themselves.  Combined with the row, and derivatives, graphic, and improvisational techiques were 
used in constructing Masquerade.

After a brief opening, in which elements of all the original rows are stated, ending in a complete statement of the “synthesized” 
row, seven variations on this final ordering of tones, and its derivatives follow.  A brief, coda like section brings the work to a 
conclusion. As stated, the title Masquerade seemed appropriate, since, without revealing identities, the members of the band are the
composition.

NOTES TO THE CONDUCTOR: At bars 161, 183, and 294, in the French horn, trombone, baritone and tuba parts, the "hissing" 
gesture is performed on the open horn (no valves depressed), with the upper lip in the mouthpiece, bisecting the cup for more 
"hiss".  Accents are breath pulses.  Dynamics indicate air speed. Crescendos would mean an increase in air speed, diminuendos, a 
decrease. The goal is to create a "sound cushion".

At bars 163, 185, and 296, the clarinets, alto and tenor saxophones, should play half-step trills, very fast, and in the lower register 
of the instrument.  Members of each section should choose different notes in the lower register to execute the trill.  Conductors 
should make sure that the trill occurs on a multiplicity of tones throughout the clarinets, and saxophones.  What should be created 
is another "sound cushion" or soft "murmur".  Balance is important.  No individual player should predominate. It's also important 
to stagger the breathing throughout these sections, so the "cushion", or "murmur" stays constant.

At bars 164 through bar 167, and bars 294 through bar 297, the flugel horn player, and vibraphone player should improvise on the
notes played in the previous two bars.  The improvisatory gestures should be in keeping with the nature of the composition at this 
point. Bars 188, and 189, and bars 305, and 306, are set out in specific "time frames".  They should be played in the "time frames" 
indicated.  The water gong, in each case, should be prominent. Eight bars from the end, the trill in the alto and tenor saxophones, 
the flugel horn, and the French horns, is a whole step trill.

Six bars from the end, a "chordal cluster" occurs.  It has its beginning in the third trumpet part, on the fourth beat of the eighth bar 
from the end of the work.  The trill that occurs on this cluster in the piccolo, flutes, oboes, and clarinets, three bars from the end, 
should be a whole step trill.
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