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Written at the young band level, Ritual Dance (Danse Rituale) musically portrays the preliminary dance
surrounding a fictional rite of passage ceremony. The initial announcement of dignitaries is followed by
their parade (m. 9) past those in attendance. This is followed by the candidate’s procession (m. 59) who is
then trailed by family and relatives (m. 75). All in attendance then follows the procession (m. 91) to the
designated ritual area where the ceremony will take place. The accelerando (m. 123) indicates that all is
ready and the ceremony is about to begin.

With the exception of the accelerando, the tempo should remain consistent throughout. The dynamic shifts
from smaller scored sections to large groups are very important to the overall character of the piece and
should be observed carefully so as not to overshadow key melodic lines.
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RITUAL DANCE
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