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Ryan Meeboer

Santa’s Sleigh Ride is a creative arrangement of Up on the Housetop as it would be heard in various cultures from around the world.  The original
melody has been mixed with traditional songs or has been modified to fit the style of music well known to these cultures.  The percussion section
plays an important role throughout the entirety of this piece.  If a percussionist is not capable of playing the drum set parts in the required
sections, it is possible to separate the part between performers.

The piece opens with a fanfare, featuring the melody broken into small pieces by the trumpets and alto saxes.  The counter melody quotes Deck
the Halls, which is referenced a few times in this piece.  As the introduction draws to a dramatic close, with the rit. in measure 9, the piece breaks
into a mambo, a style of music that originated in Cuba.  At measure 9, the clarinets and tenor sax quote the ‘piano’ chordal accompaniment, with
the bass instruments carrying a typical latin bass line.  This section is to be energetic, but not heavy, so keep all the background figures light.

Measure 34 features the music of Hawaii.  Although it is not a country, this musical style creates a good transition into the bridge of Up on the
Housetop, while bringing the music back into 4/4 time. Note that the eight notes are to be played with a swing (triplet) feel.  This is especially
important for the bass instruments and the alto saxes, who are playing the ukelele chordal accompaniment style. As the low brass and tenor sax
perform the melody, the clarinets introduce the traditional Hawaiian piece Aloha ‘Oe.

At measure 48, Santa’s sleigh flies over India.  The conga and bass drum play a huge role here, as they provide the provide the foundation from
the music of India.  It is also possible for this part to be played on a single drum, like a djembe or doumbek, if conga are not available, simply by
having the top line note played as a tone or slap (on the edge of the drum), and the bottom played as a bass (in the middle of the drum).  Both the
alto saxes and clarinets play a big melodic role here, with the altos providing a repetitive Indian style lick, while the clarinets perform the main
melody of the song, again in pieces.  Here, it is important that both the instruments are well balanced, as they play in call-and-response fashion.

The next section of the piece, beginning at measure 68, features the brass section of the band, as they perform in a pasodoble style.  The trumpets
play a modified version of the melody (the B melody), with the remaining performers playing strong chords.  At measure 77, the flute, oboe, and
alto sax 1 are brought in, playing the A melody of Up on the Housetop.

Measures 83-87 act as transitional material from the strong music of Spain, into the gentle, melodic style of Japan.  The percussion perform
rhythms in the style of Taiko drummers.  Percussionists are to play with lots of energy, although the rest of the band is to play gently.  Again, if
absent, the conga part can be performed on a snare drum with snares off.  At measure 92, the winds play a slower moving form of the melody,
where both the melody and harmony modified to fit into a major pentatonic scale.

The piece moves into its final section at measure 110, by having the percussionist quote a famous snare drum march lick.  Afterwards, Up on the
Housetop is performed in the traditional American march style.  Be sure the melody is always dominant in this final section, even with all the
flourishes played by other sections of the band throughout.  In the closing measures, be sure the low instruments are brought out, particularly in
measures 148 and 149, since they are the only sections with any melodic movement.
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.œ
jœ œ œ.

..œœ Jœœ Jœœ
-- œœ..

Jœœ
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œ œ œ. œ. ‰ Jœ

.œ Jœ œ œ.

.œ Jœ Jœ- œ. Jœ>

.œ jœ jœ- œ. jœ>
Œ œ. œ. Œ

Œ œœ.. œœ.. Œ

Œ œ. œ. Œ

.œ
jœ œ œ.
∑

¿ ¿ ¿ ‰ j¿œ œ œ Œ
Œ œ œ Œœ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

œ œ œ ‰ jœ
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.œ jœ œ œ.
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œœ œœ œœ..
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˙̇ ..œœ jœœ>>
œ œ œ. œ. ‰ Jœ>

˙ .œ Jœ>

˙ .œ jœ>

˙ .œ jœ>
˙ .œ jœ>
˙̇ ..œœ J

œœ>>

˙ .œ Jœ>

˙ .œ jœ>
∑

˙̇ ..¿œ
j¿

˙ .œ J
œœ

˙ .œ jœ˙ .œ Jœ

˙̇ ..œœ
jœœ
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œ. œ œ œ œ œ.
∑

¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿œ œ œ œ

œ œ œ œ

œ œ œ œ œ œ

In 4 - swing eighths   q»¡¡™   

Closed Hi-Hat

Hawaii 
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‰ jœ œ œ œ œ œ.

Ó Œ œ-
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‰ jœ œ œ œ œ œ.
Ó Œ œ
¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ Œ
Œ œ œ œ œ œ

3
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‰ jœ œ œ œ œ œ

F

SANTA'S SLEIGH RIDE pg. 7

PREVIEW ONLY



&

&

&

&

&

&

&

&

&

&

&

?

?

?

&

÷

÷

÷

b b b

b b b

b

b

b

b

b

b

b b

b b b

b b b

b b b

b b b

C

C

C

C

C

C

C

C

C

C

C

C

C

C

C

C

C

C

Fl

Ob

Cl 1

Cl 2

B Cl

A Sax

T Sax

B Sax

Tpt 1

Tpt 2

Hn

Trbn

Bari
Bsn

Tuba

Bells

Set
S.D.
B.D.

C.C.
Claves
Marac
Tamb.
Cast.
Gong

Cong

42
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˙ .œ jœ>
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Œ œœ œœ ‰ Jœœ œœ..

˙ .œ Jœ>

œ. œ œ œ œ œ.

˙ .œ jœ>

˙ .œ jœ>

˙ .œ jœ>
˙̇ ..œœ Jœœ

>>

˙ .œ Jœ>

œ. œ œ œ œ œ.

˙ .œ jœ
¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿œ œ œ œ

œ œ œ œ

œ œ œ œ œ œ

43
.˙ œ-

.˙ œ-

.˙ œ-

.˙ œ-
‰ jœ œ œ œ œ œ.
Œ œœ œœ ‰ Jœœ œœ..

w

‰ Jœ œ œ œ œ œ.
.˙ œ-

.˙ œ-
w
ww
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‰ jœ œ œ œ œ œ.
.˙ œ
¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿
Œ œ œ œ

œ œ œ œ
‰ jœ œ œ œ œ œ
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˙ .œ Jœ>

˙ .œ Jœ>

˙ .œ jœ>

˙ .œ jœ>

œ. œ œ œ œ œ.
Œ œœ œœ ‰ jœœ œœ..
˙ Jœ- œ. jœ>
œ. œ œ œ œ œ.

˙ .œ jœ>

˙ .œ jœ>

˙ jœ- œ. jœ>
˙̇ Jœœ

-- œœ.. Jœœ
>>

˙ Jœ- œ. Jœ>

œ. œ œ œ œ œ.

˙ .œ jœ
¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿œ œ œ œ

œ œ œ œ

œ œ œ œ œ œ
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.˙ œ-
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.˙ œ-
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.œ Jœ œ œ

.œ jœ œ œ-

.œ jœ œ œ

.œ jœ œ œ-

œ. Œ Ó

œœ.. Œ Ó

˙ ˙

œ. Œ Ó

.œ jœ œ œ

.œ jœ œ œ-

˙ ˙
˙ ˙̇

˙ ˙

œ. Œ Ó

.œ jœ œ œ
¿ Œ Óœœ Œ Ó

œ

œœ Œ Ó
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œ œ œ œ

œ œ œ œ

œ œ œ œ

œ œ œ œ-

œ. Œ œ. Œ

œœ.. Œ œœ.. Œ

w

œ. Œ œ. Œ

œ œ œ œ

œ œ œ œ-

w
ww

w

œ. Œ œ. Œ

œ œ œ œ
¿ Œ ¿ Œœœ Œ œœ Œ

∑
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∑

œ ‰ jœ œ œ

In 2 - straight eighths h»¡¡™
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FB.D.
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w
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w
ww

w

w

w

w

w
w

w

w

∑

œ Œ œ Œ
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œb . œ. œ. œ. œ>

œb . œ. œ. œ. œ>
∑
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∑

in 4  q»¡¡™

F
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