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teaching from the Scarborough Board of Education.
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Donald Coakley

THE WORK:

Toccata is an Italian term which comes from toccare and refers to the touching of the keys of a keyboard instrument such as the 
organ or harpsichord as contrasted with the sounding of strings or the singing of voices. The earliest toccatas by Andrea Gabrieli 
were compositions in a free idiomatic style.

Around 1600, the name toccata was also used to describe brass music written in the style of a festive fanfare. It is this early 
seventeenth century instrumental toccata upon which Toccata Festiva is modelled.

NOTES TO THE CONDUCTOR:

Following its model, Toccata Festiva should be interpreted in a festive and fanfare-like manner. The first sixteen bars are, in fact, a
fanfare which recurs in bars 82-94, as well as in bars 172-186. Other fanfare-like figures are interspersed throughout the work.

The opening should be played in a strong declamatory manner. Note that the trills that occur in bars 1-11, 52-54, 83-93, 173-183, 
187-190 and, finally, 212-221 are measured trills consisting of two groups of eight thirty-second notes. These trills should be very 
strictly interpreted. The french horns at bar 34 should be balanced against the bass line and the melody in the woodwinds.

Trombones at bar 95 should be very rhythmic. The fugue-like sections beginning at bars 106, 128 and 139 should be played in a 
very lyrical manner; at the same time, the tempo must be maintained.

At bar 191, the Maestoso Marcato indication should be faithfully observed. At bar 216, make sure the trombones, bassoons, 
baritone and baritone saxophone, which have the melody, are carefully balanced with the french horns, saxophones, trumpets and 
upper woodwinds. The closing section from bar 229 to the end should be strong and decisive in the manner of a festive fanfare.
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