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William Byrd

An organist and choirmaster who was born in England, William Byrd (c. 1543-1623) was a noted choral and
harpsichord composer. He is sometimes called the “English Palestrina” (after the famous Italian composer) 
because of the depth and substance of his sacred compositions.

 Ave Verum Corpus is Latin for “Hail, o hail, true body” (referring to the body of Jesus). This text has been 
set to music by many composers. The piece should be approached with reverence and performed simply, 
with expression. The performance of choral music in this period is seldom controlled by the bar lines, but 
rather by the flow of the sacred text.
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