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THE WORK:
A burlesque can be defined as an artistic composition, that, for the sake of laughter, vulgarizes lofty material
or treats ordinary material with mock dignity.  So it is with this quintet which recalls the days of vaudeville 
and the various sundry acts, skits or vingettes designed to do just that.

PERFORMANCE TIPS:
Written very much in the “ragtime” style, rhythm is very important and should be precise.  The mood is 
lighthearted throughout in both melodic line and accompaniment.  When the melody dominates a given 
section, the accompaniment should hold back dynamically.  The only exception would be during the unison 
“bridge” sections which connect the two main ideas, along with the coda.  Here, all is equal.
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