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Capriol Suite

Peter Warlock
Arranged by David Marlatt

THE WORK: Capriol Suite, easily the most famous composition of Peter Warlock (1894-1930), is based on
ancient dance tunes used in a sixteenth-century treatise on dancing by Thoinot Arbeau. The book is written in
the form of a dialogue between the author and a lawyer named Capriol. The suite was first composed as a
piano duet then later scored for string orchestra.

It is an interesting work to listen to as the conservative harmonies of the Renaissance music are periodically
altered with jarring dissonances on some chords. The tension brought about by these dissonances is always
short lived as it quickly returns to the expected harmonies. It is not until the end of the last movement that
Philip Heseltine (who used the pen name Peter Warlock) deserts all Renaissance style and harmonic language
with dense loud chords that brings this exciting work to a close.

THE ARRANGEMENT: An effect borrowed from the Baroque era that has been utilized here is the use of
antiphonal brass quintets. This creates an interesting new twist in the piece. Dynamics and articulations must
be closely adhered to. There are sudden changes that all players must do together for the effect to be
successful. Rather than two trombones, a euphonium is used in the second quintet. This is needed for several
reasons: there are several passages in which trills are required. As well there are some pairings with the tubas
in which a euphonium sound blends better into the tuba sound. A flugel horn is a must in the fifth movement.

It is begjnni ppor neyer dompi b u t 3.
The co et l?a%%rm want td|tace’ forthi me¢nt. I:\ ‘

Players should set up in two quintets as indicated in the score. This allows for the complete antiphonal effect
to succeed.

ISBN: 9781554721542 COST: $50.00 DIFFICULTY RATING: Difficult
CATALOG NUMBER: DBQ2021 DURATION: 9:40 Double Brass Quintet
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