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Antonio Vivaldi

 Under the title L’Estro Armonico Antonio Vivaldi (1678-1741) wrote a collection of twelve instrumental 
concertos. Concerto #1 (originally for four violins, strings and continuo) is in three movements.  All the 
trademark Vivaldi musical gestures are present in this, the first movement, such as imitative lines, his use of 
sequences and the writing of solo versus tutti in repeated sections.

 This arrangement has taken the imitative writing of Vivaldi one step further. The original violin lines have 
been split up more evenly among the four trumpets. This allows for each voice to be more equal in 
importance. The key of this piece has been altered from D to Bb to facilitate performance on Bb trumpets. Eb
trumpets (transposing) would be an even better sound to maintain the lightness in articulations.
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