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George Frederic Handel

Handel's Concerto in B-flat major, HWV 301 was originally composed for oboe, orchestra and basso
continuo. The piece was first published in 1740 in Select Harmony but was actually written by Handel
decades earlier. The tightly-constructed concerto is written in the four-movement (slow-fast-slow-fast)
German sonata da chiesa form. The piece is remarkably well-suited for performance by brass instruments
due, in large part, to Handel's expert writing for oboe, which infused the work with idiomatic wind figures
throughout each movement.

The present arrangement for brass quintet was premiered by the Belmont Brass Quintet at the Mike Curb
Event Center in Nashville, Tennessee on May 13, 2011.
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