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Born in Los Angeles into a family of professional musicians,  Ronald Royer began his career as a cellist, performing with such 
ensembles as  the Utah Symphony, Pacific Symphony and Toronto Symphony, as well as working in  the Motion Picture and 
Television Industry in Los Angeles.! Mr. Royer obtained a Masters Degree in Composition from the University of Toronto and is 
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Ronald Royer

Ronald Royer's Distant Shadows: Fanfare for the Past THE WORK:  Ronald Royer's Distant Shadows: 
Fanfare for the Past Millennium was composed for the opening of a special millennium concert by  the 
Toronto Sinfonietta celebrating both the past and the present.! The  piece begins with a solo alphorn - an 
ancient instrument which is used to evoke  associations of shepherds and simple rural living.! Next a solo 
trumpet  enters accompanied by brass instruments and percussion, representing a more  complex urban 
environment.! Distant Shadows ends with a return of the alphorn, this time accompanied by percussion as a 
representation of the necessity for a successful balance between the city and the land.!   !

 NOTES TO THE CONDUCTOR:  The composer recommends  that the solo alphorn (or horn) be separated 
from the rest of the ensemble to  create an antiphonal effect.

 Distant Shadows: Fanfare for the Past Millennium was commissioned by the Toronto Sinfonietta, Matthew 
Jaskiewicz music director,!with the assistance of the City of Toronto Millennium Grants  Programme.! The 
first performance was on February 26, 2000 at the George  Weston Recital Hall, Ford Centre for the 
Performing Arts, Toronto, featuring  Michael Cumberland, alphorn, the Toronto Sinfonietta with the 
composer conducting.

 PARTS:
  Solo Alphorn in F (or F Horn)
   Bb Trumpet 1-3
   F Horn 1-4
   Trombone 1-3
   Tuba
   Percussion 1 (Timpani, Field Drum)
   Percussion 2 (Glock, Snare Drum)
   Percussion 3 (Crotales, 2 Suspended Cymbals)
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