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Expressions

Daniel Thrower

The music for Expressions was composed during one week that the American Brass Quintet visited Rexburg,
Idaho in 2003. The first movement, Celebration expresses my joy and amazement at the spectacular musical
experiences of that week. Introspection I know is not in itself an expression, but the music of the second
movement is an expression of my introspection. Unlike most people’s conclusions, my inward-looking was
not an evaluation of my musical abilities after hearing the ABQ, but rather, my somber feelings of being
away from my family, as I lived in Utah and commuted to Idaho during that time. Movement three,
Speculation, is almost neurotic in speed and mixed meters. My future was very uncertain with many open
doors of opportunity. Speculating which door to walk through often robbed my night-time rest.
Exasperation really had nothing to do with my ABQ experience. The composition seemed quite unfinished
after the short third movement, so I wrote an energetic, exhausting, exasperating finale.

Daniel Thrower graduated with a Master's Degree in Trumpet Performance and Pedagogy from Brigham Young University in
Provo, Utah. He is currently Professor of Trumpet at BYU-Idaho in Rexburg, Idaho and Principal Trumpet in the Idaho Falls
Symphony. He regards his composition as a kind of personal journal, though he has received awards and commissions for his
work. Some more notable commissions include a five minute, 24-trumpet piece for America's Freedom Festival in Provo, and
several four-trumpet fanfares for Disney on Ice in Salt Lake City's Delta Center. Though his compositions are almost all fairly
difficult, the tonality is generally quite accessible, and the harmonies lend themselves well to the medium of brass instruments.
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EXPRESSIONS FOR UNACCOMPANIED TRUMPET

I. Celebration Daniel N. Thrower
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II. Introspection
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straight mute

ITI. Speculation
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I'V. Exasperation
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