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Charles Lloyd Barnhouse

Born in Grafton, West Virginia in 1865, Charles Lloyd Barnhouse (1865 – 1929) exhibited musical talent as a
child and quickly became an expert cornet player using a second-hand cornet that was given to him by his 
uncle. By the time be was 16 years old, Barnhouse was elected leader of the Grafton town band, but shortly 
thereafter decided to see the world and toured with a theater company for about three years. Over the next 
several years he led multiple bands in Iowa including the Mount Pleasant town band and the Iowa Boat Club 
band in Burlington. In 1891 he came to Oskaloosa, Iowa and took charge of the Iowa Brigade Band for a 
period of fifteen years, during which time the group became one of the best semi-professional bands in the 
country. He began publishing music for bands, orchestras and various instrumental ensembles and solo 
configurations in Oskaloosa, and for the next several decades of his life the C. L. Barnhouse Company 
flourished, and is in fact still active today and regarded as one of the finest band publishers in the United 
States.

Barnhouse’s Fantasy on Adeste Fideles originally appeared in several forms, including cornet solo or duet 
with accompanying ensembles ranging from orchestra, band and piano. The treatment of the hymn tune ranges
from reverential to lighthearted, and allows for a variety of textures and styles within the piece, all in keeping
with the idiomatic turn-of-the-century writing for the instrument that one would expect from an accomplished
cornet player such as C.L. Barnhouse.
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