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Fields of Honour

William Mighton
Arranged by David Marlatt

The idea for Fields of Honour originated years ago, from a conversation that took place in the pine forests of
Camp Borden, Ontario, during my Basic Recruit Course with the Canadian Armed Forces. I, and several
other recruits, listened as one of our instructors spoke passionately about the possibility of a new kind of
army, an army that would bring peace to the world rather than war. And even though the day when that goal
is truly accomplished still lies, unfortunately, sometime in the future, it is true that the honourable role of
peacekeeping has now become a major focus of both Reserve and Regular armed forces in Canada.

Musically, Fields of Honour draws it’s inspiration from some of the military and cultural traditions that
have shaped Canadian history. The melodies of the first section are derived from our national anthem, and
are meant to recall our English heritage. A middle section in 6/8 time has dance-like themes of a
Gaelic/Celtic flavour, that evoke the folk traditions of some of the first Europeans to establish themselves in
Canada. The final section of the piece combines all of these elements in a spirited conclusion.

The overall tempo should be lively, but not so rushed as to take away from the dignified, flowing nature of
the opening melody. Care should be taken at bar 42, and again at bar 58, that the melody line is not obscured
by the accompaniment. Conversely, the bass line should predominate at bar 50, and later at bar 65. The
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Mr. Mighton, a graduate of the Faculty of Music at the University of Toronto, currently teaches music and runs a busy extra-
curricular high school music program in the Beaches area of Toronto, Canada. His "military music" career began when he joined
the Band of The Royal Regiment of Canada as a trombonist in 1984, and continues with his current appointment as Director of
Music, a position he has held since 1998. Being a member of a regiment whose Colonel-in-Chief is none other than His Royal
Highness The Prince Charles, Prince of Wales, Mr. Mighton has had the opportunity to travel extensively in North America and in
Europe, and perform for numerous heads of state and other dignitaries.

ISBN: 9781554723737 COST: $30.00 DIFFICULTY RATING: Medium-Difficult
CATALOG NUMBER: BC2339 DURATION: 4:40 Brass Choir (5.4.3.1.1.perc)
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Dedicated to the Men and Women of the Canadian Armed Forces Reserve
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