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William Mighton

The idea for Fields of Honour originated years ago, from a  conversation that took place in the pine forests of
Camp Borden, Ontario,  during my Basic Recruit Course with the Canadian Armed Forces. I, and several  
other recruits, listened as one of our instructors spoke passionately about  the possibility of a new kind of 
army, an army that would bring peace to the  world rather than war.  And even though the day when that goal
is truly accomplished still lies, unfortunately, sometime in the future, it is true that the honourable role  of 
peacekeeping has now become a major focus of both Reserve and Regular armed forces in Canada.

 Musically, Fields of Honour draws it’s inspiration from some of the  military and cultural traditions that 
have shaped Canadian history. The  melodies of the first section are derived from our national anthem, and 
are meant to recall our English heritage. A middle section in 6/8 time  has dance-like themes of a 
Gaelic/Celtic flavour, that evoke the folk  traditions of some of the first Europeans to establish themselves in
Canada.  The final section of the piece combines all of these elements in a spirited  conclusion.

 The overall tempo should be lively, but not so rushed as to  take away from the dignified, flowing nature of 
the opening melody. Care should be taken at bar 42, and again at bar 58, that the melody line is not obscured
by the accompaniment. Conversely, the bass line should predominate at bar 50, and later at bar 65. The 
trumpet and piccolo trumpet duet at bar 89 should be played in a spirited,  accented style to bring out the 
impassioned, dance-like character of the music. And finally at bar 144, be sure that the triplet counter-melody
in the piccolo and horn is not overpowered by the rest of the band.PREVIEW ONLY
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