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Gustav Holst

THE WORK: Gustav Holst is a British composer who studied composition at Oxford where he met Ralph 
Vaughan Williams. It was this influence that altered Holst’s compositional style which began to include  
English folk songs. Besides composing, Holst played and had a love for the trombone and therefore he knew 
the expressive capabilities of brass choir and the band. He was appalled by the limited repertory available for 
these instrumental ensembles and was determined to make the band a serious concert medium. His First Suite
in Eb was the first significant step in that direction. All three movements of the Suite contain folk songs or a 
strong folk song character. The Chaconne is the first of the movements.

THE TRANSCRIPTION: The selection of the various pitches of trumpets was to introduce a wider range of 
colours to the brass ensemble. The Eb Trumpet acts as a transition sound from the Piccolo to the Cornets. The
Eb plays some of the solo lines leaving the highest and lightest parts to the Piccolo. The Cornet was chosen to
better blend with the the horns and euphonium making an inner choir. Alternate parts have been provided but 
for the best balance in sound and colour, the suggested instruments work best.
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