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Johann Sebastian Bach

THE WORK: One of the most famous compositions of Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750) is his Christmas
Oratorio BWV 248. This large-scale work was composed for the Christmas season of 1734-35 and Bach used
material from three recently composed cantatas (BWV 213, 214 and 215). The original work was composed
for an ensemble consisting of flutes, oboes, oboes d’amore, bassoons, horns, trumpets, timpani, strings,
continuo and choir.

 THE TRANSCRIPTION: The “highlights” from this popular work are as follows:

 No. 8 (Aria)
This familiar section is a duet for trumpet and bass voice. In this arrangement the bass solo is given to the third
trumpet, the original line remains fairly intact while the second player steals interesting string lines.

 No. 9 (Choral)
The trumpet lines remain true to the original while the organ plays the string and voice parts.

 No. 5 (Choral)
The organ plays the choral lines alone.

 No. 64 (Choral)
The trumpets play a combination of original trumpet and string lines while the organ plays the string and voice
parts.

All dynamics, articulations and ornaments are added by the arranger and may be omitted or altered to suit the
performers.
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