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George Frederic Handel

eorge Frederic Handel (1685-1759) wrote his most famous oratorio Messiah in a little over three weeks. 
There is little doubt that this work is one of the most famous and often performed choral pieces in history. 
Handel conducted many performances in his day and there never seemed to  have been a period when the 
work was not played. The text originates from the Old and New Testaments. The ingenuity of the librettist 
Charles Jennens is apparent in his selection and adaptation of the biblical text for the various arias.

Sinfony (Overture)
Comfort ye
Every valley shall be exalted
Pifa (Pastoral Symphony)
Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion
He shall feed His flock like a shepherd
His yoke is easy
All we like sheep have gone astray
The trumpet shall sound
Worthy is the Lamb

The premise of this set of transcriptions was to provide a substantial suite of  pieces from Handel’s Messiah 
for the performing brass quintet. The difficulty in the various pieces range from quite easy, which a high 
school ensemble could play with little rehearsal, to fairly difficult, which would challenge a professional, 
working quintet. Piccolo and E  trumpets are used extensively and the range and technical demands on all 
players  makes for interesting and challenging parts. There have been selected movements that are features 
for one (or more instruments). Each member in the ensemble has at least one movement that is their solo and
this allows all the talents in a group to be  displayed. After a quick glance over the list of ten pieces one 
quickly notices that the famous Hallelujah is not among them. This has been done intentionally. There are 
many renditions of this chorus already at a brass player’s disposal, so any of those arrangements would help 
to augment this suite.
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