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George Frederic Handel

 George Frederic Handel (1685-1759) is best known, in the trumpet world, for his music in oratorios such as
Messiah and Samson. This Suite in D, also known as Mr. Handel’s Celebrated Water Piece (and A Choice 
Sett of Aires) is a five movement piece for trumpet and strings. The overture is from the Water Music Suite 
in D. The fifth movement is a rearrangement by the composer of a march in Bb from the opera Partenope. 
The origin of the other movements is not clear but there may be more adaptations from other previously 
composed works by Handel.

 Flugel horn is strongly recommended for accompanying the soloist. The warm sound of the flugel will better
blend with the remainder of the quintet creating a more cohesive sound allowing the bright sound of the 
trumpet to float above the ensemble.

NOTE: There is also a version of this piece arranged in the original key of D concert. This edition allows for
performance on natural or piccolo trumpet which makes this useful for masterclass, recital or natural trumpet
demonstrations.
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