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Kenneth Bray

This is an intensely personal composition which began as a piece for choir (SATB) and organ using the powerful 
lament, Psalm 130, as a basic text. The rather difficult choral setting which was created was the direct result of a 
tremendous upheaval in my personal life, namely, the loss of my partner of over fifty years after a lengthy illness.

In a somewhat harsh and dissonant opening section (m. 1-30) there is more than a little anger which replaces the more 
supplicative mood of the psalmist. However, you will note a gradual increase in feelings of humility and acceptance, 
peace and hope, as the work progresses. In the recapitulation, m. 78 to the end, there is a change to a more lilting metre,
and the melodic intervals become softer and less angular.

May I suggest that, regardless of your spiritual leanings, a reading of the psalm used as my libretto may help you to 
realize my musical and dramatic purpose.

 Out of the depths I cry to you, O Lord. Lord, hear my voice,   m. 13
 May your ears be attentive to the voice of my supplications!   m. 36
 If you, O Lord, should mark iniquities, Lord, who could stand?  m. 40
 But there is forgiveness with you, so that you may be revered.  m. 43
 I wait for the Lord; my soul waits, and in His word, I hope;   m. 55
 my soul waits for the Lord more than those who watch for the morning. m. 59
O Israel, hope in the Lord! For with the Lord there is steadfast love,  m. 70
 and with him is great power to redeem.
 It is God who will redeem Israel from all its iniquities.   m. 77

SUGGESTIONS FOR PERFORMANCES:   The opening 2/2 bars respond to a moderate tempo. Let the fermata in m.
7 be a long one to allow for the tam-tam (gong) to be heard (and felt). M. 8-9, m. 16, 26 and m. 102-110 are somewhat
more relaxed than the measures preceding them, but basically+K80=    . Please don’t hurry the triplet figures (which 
are in abundance). Be sure to highlight the imitative entries m. 83-87.

Again, may I suggest that a reading of the psalm may provide you with keys to the interpretation of this work in 
performance.
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