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THE WORK:  Scenes from the Tournament is a five-movement characterization of a medieval jousting 
tournament.  Beginning with the Fanfare - Call to the Lists,  the Parade of the Knights follows setting the 
stage for the opponents  to face off and make ready for battle.  Just prior to the action however, the 
individuals pause for Reflections as they make peace with their respective inner feelings about the possible 
outcome that make take place.  From the opening four bars of The Joust the gauntlet has been thrown down.
The initial pass gives way to the “re-arming” section.  This is followed by the crucial second pass (and in this
case 2 out of 3 isn’t necessary) as Victory is won!

PERFORMANCE TIPS:   The performance should always give the listener the sense of action-filled drama 
and suspense.  Stay within the confines of the tempo (m.m.) marking, as too fast or too slow lessens the 
heroic effect.  The 4th/8th part in the Joust section should retain an almost relentless push forward feel upon 
return of the opening statement. Performers should know how each part fits and when to play the supportive 
role verses the lead. Dynamics are written and designed to help show where these occasions occur.
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2. PARADE OF THE KNIGHTS
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