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Heinrich Ignaz Franz von Biber

 Heinrich Ignaz Franz von Biber  was born on August 12, 1644 in Wartenberg, Bohemia (now Straz pod 
Ralskem, Czech Republic).  In 1670 he was hired by the Archbishop Maximilian Gandolph von Khuenberg 
in Salzburg. In 1684 he became the Kapellmeister of Salzburg, a position he retained until his death on May
2, 1704.  An inventive composer of the Baroque period, Biber composed music for all of the instrumental 
combinations and ensembles of his time. In addition to his works for strings, voices and liturgical music, 
Biber also composed significant works for brass instruments. Among these works are the Sonatae tam aris, 
quam aulis servientes (trans. Sonatas as much for the alter as the table.), the Sonata Sancti Polycarpi, and the
Sonata a’ 7.

 The Sonata a’ 7 was originally scored for 6 trumpets and timpani. This arrangement for brass quintet and 
optional timpani incorporates the additional instrumental ranges available in a modern brass quintet while 
keeping the florid lines and imitative compositional style of the Baroque period contained in the original 
composition.
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