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THE WORK:  A three-voice arrangement of this strange but beautiful melody has recently been published in
a choral collection, REFLECTIONS of CANADA, Volume 2.

 “When the tune first came to my attention, it was only a single melody line, unharmonised. There were 
untranslated Chippewa words and uncertain, ambiguous rhythm values and no metre indications whatever, as
is often the case in early music of the people. I have added bar lines, extended the melodic line somewhat and
included a short introduction and interludes between verses A-B and C-D, always trying to maintain the 
original charm and beauty of the piece.”

K. Bray

 The Chippewa words -- “Tee-bee-wen-da-bah-no-gwen, ai-ya-bay, ai-ya-bay”-- suggest images of deer-
hunting and perhaps festive activities accompanying a successful deer hunt.
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