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Claudio Monteverdi

According to some experts Claudio Monteverdi (1567-1643) is the bridge between the Renaissance and the 
Baroque eras. Monteverdi’s place in the history of Renaissance music can be compared to Shakespeare’s in 
literature. Working from very traditional beginnings, he transformed every genre he composed in. He wrote 
nine books of madrigals over a period of 40 years. He was the composer who introduced full orchestral 
accompaniments to large-scale vocal works rather than just keyboard accompaniments.

 His use of brass instruments in such pieces as Vespers (1610)  and La favola d’Orfeo holds a special place in
the hearts of today’s brass players.

 The two madrigals selected are very different in style and would work well both as individual pieces or as a
pair in performance.
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