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the Composer
Mekel Rogers has been involved in music education as a middle school band 
director since 1995. He is a summa cum laude graduate of Appalachian State 
University, a charter member of the Carolina Crown Drum and Bugle Corps, and 
the founding conductor of the Union Symphony Youth Orchestra. He currently 
serves as the director of bands for Weddington Middle School in Union County, 
North Carolina. Mekel was inducted into the American School Band Directors 
Association in 2008.

Mekel frequently serves as a guest clinician at various honor band clinics and 
university invitationals. He is also a respected adjudicator for many concert 
band and marching band events. His compositions have been performed at 
the Midwest Clinic in Chicago, and at various concert band festivals, honor 
band clinics, and other music educator conferences throughout the United 
States. Mekel resides in North Carolina with his wife and daughter.

 

about the Music
Carol of the Kings cleverly blends together two popular holiday favorites, 
Ukrainian Bell Carol and We Three Kings.

The Ukrainian Bell Carol originally began as a folk tune to celebrate the 
coming of spring. In the 20th century, lyrics were added to associate the tune 
with the Christmas holiday and the piece has been a holiday favorite since.

Although We Three Kings has a medieval feel to it, the carol was actually 
composed in the 19th century for a Christmas pageant in New York City. 
It is the first Christmas carol composed in the United States to receive 
widespread popularity.

Throughout the composition Carol of the Kings, careful attention should be 
paid to balance within the ensemble so that the various statements of the 
melodic material come through. Special attention to articulations and 
dynamics will greatly improve the overall effect of the piece.

I hope you enjoy performing this holiday arrangement with your young 
band students.
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