
Please note: Our band and orchestra music is now being collated by an automatic high-speed system. 
The enclosed parts are now sorted by page count, rather than score order. 

Danse Macabre
CAMILLE SAINT-SAËNS (1835–1921) 

Arranged by MICHAEL STORY (ASCAP)

Grade 2

PROGRAM NOTES

Danse Macabre is a tone poem that was written in 1874 by well-known French composer Camille 
Saint-Saëns. The basis of the piece is an old French superstition where at the stroke of midnight on 
Halloween, “Death” appears and summons the dead to dance while he plays his music for them.

The piece has been used extensively as background and theme music, but is probably most widely 
known as a favorite tune around Halloween.

NOTES TO THE CONDUCTOR

The tempo marking of this arrangement is q = 152; however, as your ensemble gains proficiency on 
the piece, you may gradually increase the tempo, eventually conducting in “1.”

I hope you and your ensemble find Danse Macabre to be a rewarding experience!

YOUNG BAND

INSTRUMENTATION

 1 Conductor
 8 Flute
 2 Oboe
 2 Bassoon
 4 1st Bb Clarinet
 4 2nd Bb Clarinet
 2 Bb Bass Clarinet
 5 Eb Alto Saxophone
 2 Bb Tenor Saxophone
 2 Eb Baritone Saxophone
 4 1st Bb Trumpet
 4 2nd Bb Trumpet

 4 F Horn
 4 Trombone
 2 Baritone
 2 Baritone Treble Clef
 4 Tuba
 2 Mallet Percussion 

(Bells/Xylophone)
 1 Timpani 

(Tune: F, G, D)
 2 Percussion 1 

(Snare Drum, Bass Drum)
 2 Percussion 2 

(Tambourine, Triangle)

WORLD PARTS
Available for download from 
www.alfred.com/worldparts

Horn in Eb

Trombone in Bb Bass Clef
Trombone in Bb Treble Clef
Baritone in Bb Bass Clef
Tuba in Eb Bass Clef
Tuba in Eb Treble Clef
Tuba in Bb Bass Clef
Tuba in Bb Treble Clef
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Flute

Oboe

Bb Clarinets

Bb Bass Clarinet

Eb Alto 
Saxophone

Bb Tenor 
Saxophone

Eb Baritone 
Saxophone

Bb Trumpets

F Horn

Trombone

Tuba

Mallet Percussion
(Bells/Xylophone)

Timpani

Percussion 1
(Snare Drum, Bass Drum)

Percussion 2
(Tambourine, Triangle)
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Bright waltz tempo Œ = 152

Bright waltz tempo Œ = 152
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Approx. Duration - 3:15

© 2015 BELWIN-MILLS PUBLISHING CORP.,
a division of ALFRED MUSIC

All Rights Reserved including Public Performance

By Camille Saint-Saëns (1835-1921)
Arranged by Michael Story (ASCAP)

Danse Macabre
FULL SCORE
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Œ œ œ
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Œ
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Œ œ. œ# .

∑

∑

œ.
Œ Œ
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œ.
Œ Œ

Œ œ. œ.

Œ œ. œ.

œ. Œ Œ

Œ œ. œ. œ. œ.

Œ œ. œ. œ. œ.

Œ œ. œ.

Œ œ. œ.

Œ œ. œ.

œ.
Œ Œ

Œ œ œ œ œ

∑

œ œ œœ Œ Œ

65

Œ œ œ

Xylophone
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œ.
Œ Œ
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∑
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∑
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