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About the Composition
Courage of the Cossacks was written for my friends in Union County, NC . Based on 
several Cossack folk tunes it is a very dark sounding march which features almost 
every section of the band . The trio is one of the most beautiful oppressive melodies 
I have ever heard, and it is set in stark contrast to the upbeat, Russian sounding 
opening strains . After the trio comes to a halt, the piece restarts slowly, gradually 
accelerating to the final strain, much like many Cossack dances . A combination of 
March and Dance, this piece is not too difficult to perform and is very rewarding for 
both students and audiences . Courage of the Cossacks is a great piece to begin or 
end any concert and a perfect march for showing off your group at festival . 

About the Composer
Ed Kiefer graduated from Wake Forest University with honors in 1976 . He received his 
Masters in Music Education in 1990 from the University of Greensboro . He served as 
the Director of Bands at East Davidson High School in Thomasville, NC for 28 years 
and as Director of Instrumental Music at Pfeiffer University for 6 years . Ed adjudicates 
regularly in marching, concert and jazz festivals and has adjudicated festivals all 
across the country, including eight guest performances at state conventions . He has 
served as clinician for jazz and wind ensembles for many county, district and state 
events, including North Carolina All-State, honor clinics in 12 different states and 
regularly adjudicates the South Carolina state jazz festival . Kiefer was awarded the 
Jaycees Young Educator of the Year Award in1994 and has been recognized by his 
fellow band directors in the Central District with the Award of Excellence .

In the fall of 2016, Ed was voted in to the North Carolina Band Director’s Hall of Fame 
by his collegues . 

Kiefer served on the committee that began the NAfME Mentoring program and 
continues to work with young directors as part the program . He travels to band rooms 
to help directors all over North Carolina, working as a clinician at concert band and 
jazz ensemble rehearsals . Ed has served on the Board of Directors for the Central and 
Northwest District Bandmasters, the marching Band Committee, headed the Solo 
and Ensemble Festival for Central and Northwest District for 15 years, and founded 
and organized the Eastside Jazz Festival in Thomasville, NC .
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Courage of the Cossacks

March tempo (q = 112)

ED KIEFER

Commissioned by the Union County Bandmasters Association, North Carolina
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Atlas Rising

5 6 7

Piccolo

Flute 1, 2

Oboe

Clarinet 1
in Bb

Clarinet 2, 3
in Bb

Bass
Clarinet in Bb

Bassoon

Alto
Saxophone 1, 2
in Eb

Tenor
Saxophone in Bb

Baritone
Saxophone in Eb

Trumpet 1
in Bb

Trumpet 2, 3
in Bb

Horn 1, 2
in F

Horn 3, 4
in F

Trombone 1, 2

Trombone 3

Euphonium

Tuba

Mallet Percussion
(Vibraphone,
Xylophone)

Timpani
(F:Ab:Bb:Db)

Percussion 1
(Sus. Cym., Tamb.,
Snare Dr., Bass Dr.)

Percussion 2
(Tom-toms, Crash
Cym., Triangle)
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&
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&
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mp
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˙ . œ ˙ ˙ ˙ œ œ ˙ ˙ ˙ œ œ ˙̇ ˙ œ œ œ œ

˙̇ .. œœ ˙̇ ˙̇ ˙̇ œœ œœ ˙̇ ˙̇ ˙̇ œœ œœ ˙̇ ˙̇ œw ˙ .

˙̇ .. œœ ˙̇ ˙̇ ˙̇ œœ œœ ˙̇ ˙̇ ˙̇ œœ œœ ˙̇# ˙̇ wwb

˙ . œ ˙
˙ ˙ ˙ œ œ ˙
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Picc.

Fl. 1, 2

Ob.

Cl. 1 
in Bb

Cl. 2, 3
 in Bb

B. Cl.
in Bb

Bsn.

A. Sax. 1, 2
in Eb

T. Sax.
in Bb

Bar. Sax.
in Eb

Tpt. 1
in Bb

Tpt. 2, 3
in Bb

Hn. 1, 2
 in F

Hn. 3, 4
in F

Tbn. 1, 2

Tbn. 3

Euph.

Tuba

Mall. 
Perc.

Timp.

Perc. 1

Perc. 2
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Picc.

Fl. 1, 2

Ob.

Cl. 1 
in Bb

Cl. 2, 3
 in Bb

B. Cl.
in Bb

Bsn.

A. Sax. 1, 2
in Eb

T. Sax.
in Bb

Bar. Sax.
in Eb

Tpt. 1
in Bb

Tpt. 2, 3
in Bb

Hn. 1, 2
 in F

Hn. 3, 4
in F

Tbn. 1, 2

Tbn. 3

Euph.

Tuba

Mall. 
Perc.

Timp.

Perc. 1

Perc. 2
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Picc.

Fl. 1, 2

Ob.

Cl. 1 
in Bb

Cl. 2, 3
 in Bb

B. Cl.
in Bb

Bsn.

A. Sax. 1, 2
in Eb

T. Sax.
in Bb

Bar. Sax.
in Eb

Tpt. 1
in Bb

Tpt. 2, 3
in Bb

Hn. 1, 2
 in F

Hn. 3, 4
in F

Tbn. 1, 2

Tbn. 3

Euph.

Tuba

Mall. 
Perc.

Timp.

Perc. 1

Perc. 2
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The Carl Fischer Performance Series for Band has five performance levels to provide 
you with a highly focused repertoire for your band . Each level has been carefully 
designed and graded, within specific guidelines, so that each piece in a level will 
work with your band when it achieves that level . Each level is also color coded 
for ease in finding the series that will be appropriate for your band, as it develops .

Within each grade level, you will find selections in a variety of styles and genres 
designed to meet all of your performance and teaching needs . The Carl Fischer 
composers and arrangers are some of the most respected writers in the business . 
Their music is dynamic, fresh and eminently worthy of your attention .

Symphonic Band
• Standard concert band instrumentation
• Difficulty within reason for high school groups
• Unusual instruments cross-cued
• Expanded Percussion section, increased instrument options
• Mature pieces of high musical value
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Full Score

Piccolo

Flute

Oboe

Clarinet

in Bb

Bass Clarinet

in Bb

Bassoon

Alto Saxophone

in Eb

Tenor

Saxophone in Bb

Baritone

Saxophone in Eb

Trumpet in Bb

Horn in F

Trombone

Trombone

Euphonium

Tuba

Mallet Percussion 1

(Glockenspiel,

Vibraphone)

Mallet Percussion 2

(Chimes, Marimba,

Xylophone)

Timpani

(G, A, C, Eb)

Percussion 1

(Snare Drum (opt. 2),

Triangle, Bass Drum)

Percussion 2

(Crash Cymbals, 

Suspended Cymbal,

Claves, Cabasa,

Tambourine,

Temple Blocks)

Maestoso (q = 76)
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Maestoso (q = 76)
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BRANT KARRICK

When Hearts Tremble

Commissioned by the Jefferson High School Bands, Jefferson, Georgia
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