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Wenceslas Variants
By Douglas E. Wagner (ASCAP)

Grade ½

PROGRAM NOTES

Based on the 13th-century melody Tempus adest floridum—best known from its pairing 
with John Mason Neale’s familiar carol, Good King Wenceslas—this set of easy variations 
was specifically written for the winter concert of first-year players.

The work begins with the theme stated by all players. Following a percussion break, the 
first variation fragments the melody in random alternate fashion by high and low winds. 
The second variation features the melody in canon, after which an accelerated coda brings 
the work to an exciting close. 

NOTES TO THE CONDUCTOR

Careful consideration has been made to drastically limit the wind ranges to the first six to 
eight notes that players learn. There is no subdivision of the beat (except in the snare drum 
part), and no awkward skips to contend with. In accord with major band methods, no key 
signatures are used. All diatonic accidentals have been written out for easy recognition.

VERY BEGINNING BAND

INSTRUMENTATION

 1 Conductor
 10 Flute
 2 Oboe
 10 Bb Clarinet
 2 Bb Bass Clarinet
 6 Eb Alto Saxophone
 4 Bb Tenor Saxophone
 2 Eb Baritone Saxophone
 8 Bb Trumpet
 4 F Horn

 6 Trombone/Baritone/Bassoon
 2 Baritone Treble Clef 

(World Part Trombone in Bb Treble Clef)
 4 Tuba
 1 Mallet Percussion 

(Bells)
 1 Optional Timpani 

(Tune: Bb, Eb)
 2 Percussion 1 

(Snare Drum, Bass Drum)
 1 Percussion 2 

(Triangle)

WORLD PARTS
Available for download from 
www.alfred.com/worldparts

Horn in Eb

Trombone/Baritone in Bb Bass Clef
Tuba in Eb Bass Clef
Tuba in Eb Treble Clef
Tuba in Bb Bass Clef
Tuba in Bb Treble Clef
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Flute

Oboe

Bb Clarinet

Bb Bass Clarinet

Eb Alto 
Saxophone

Bb Tenor 
Saxophone

Eb Baritone 
Saxophone

Bb Trumpet

F Horn

Trombone / Baritone /
Bassoon

Tuba

Mallet Percussion
(Bells)

Optional 
Timpani

Percussion 1
(Snare Drum, Bass Drum)

Percussion 2
(Triangle)
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