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Program Notes

The Airships depicts a large floating city and the various flying machines that travel upon it. The piece is inspired by 
the composer’s childhood love of fantasy and adventure novels. The presentation of the city in the lush introduction 
should have an otherworldly and mystical feel to it. This section slowly builds and leads to the presentation of the 
main theme at m. 9. This theme is joined by a rhythmically active accompaniment in the lower voices at m. 19 and 
leads to the B-section at m. 29. This section should be played in a flowing lyrical style, contrasting to the rhythmic activ-
ity of the previous section. A slightly different version of the main theme returns at m. 37, which leads to an extended 
B-section at m. 45. The crescendo at m. 54 pushes into a transitional section that begins in the following measure. This 
material should be played in a bold, strident manner. The triumphant return of the main theme occurs at m. 59. This 
is followed by a dramatic conclusion that begins at m. 66 and pushes to the end of the piece.

About the Composer

George Sweet was born in York County, South Carolina, in 1979. He received Masters Degrees in Composition and 
Conducting from Northern Arizona University and a Bachelors Degree in Music Education from Mars Hill College in 
North Carolina. As a student, George was the winner of the 2004–2005 Music Teachers National Association Young 
Artist Composition Competition, sponsored by Warner Bros. Publications, for both the state of Arizona and all of the 
Southwest Region.

His compositions have been performed throughout the United States and have been heard at various Honor and 
Regional Band Festivals, Disney s Magic Music Days, and the College Band Directors National Association Southwest 
Conference. His various commissions include those from professional performers, public schools, university ensem-
bles, and also a video game under a University Grant from the Hewlett Foundation. George has been a public school 
band and orchestra director in both North Carolina and Florida.
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