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Program Notes

It is suggested that there was an actual piece called Dancing in the Barn that gave rise to the term “barn dance.” 
These were generally community events that included square dancing, Morris and Contra, and English Country 
dancing. The theme in Barn Dance is in the “Country and Western” style with a broad gospel-like introduction.

About the Composer

As a major composer of instrumental and vocal music, Carl Strommen is recognized as one of the most often-
performed composers of educational music in the United States. A graduate of the City College of New York, Mr. 
Strommen was the Director of Bands at the Mamaroneck Public Schools, Mamaroneck, New York for many years. 
He is a member of the faculty at the CW Post campus of Long Island University, where he teaches orchestration 
and arranging. Recognized by ASCAP as a consistent writer in the Standard Awards category, Mr. Strommen is also 
active as a clinician, lecturer and guest conductor.
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