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Program Notes
Bavarian Trails March is written in the style played by Bavarian brass bands. If you have ever 
attended an Oktoberfest and heard such a band, you know exactly the style to pursue. The 
tuba should be heavy and rounded with a little punch, not too symphonic. The snare drum 
should be tight and crisp. Baritone lines, particularly if they can be performed an octave 
higher, should float effortlessly with the mellowest tone possible. Trumpets and trombones 
should have a brassy edge. The woodwinds primarily reinforce the brass section. 

Cymbal crashes should be played with crash cymbals, not a suspended cymbal.

Thank you for choosing this composition. I hope you and your students find it enjoyable, 
challenging and instructive. You might also enjoy a similar piece, Alpine March (YPS27 in 
the Carl Fischer catalogue).

—Joseph Compello
Glen Arm, Maryland, 2008

About the Composer

Joseph Compello, a native of Carbondale, Pennsylvania, holds degrees in music edu-
cation from the Peabody Conservatory and Towson University. During his thirty-one year 
career as an instrumental music teacher in Maryland, he wrote numerous compositions 
for his students. In 1994, Carl Fischer began publishing many of these classroom-tested 
pieces including his debut publication Cadets on Parade, and the 1996 best-seller Rock 
to the Max, Mr. Sax. In 2003, Compello’s journey from local band director to internationally 
published composer was chronicled in the prestigious Baltimore Sun. Now retired from 
teaching, Compello, continues to draw on his extensive background in music education to 
compose new music exclusively for Carl Fischer’s Performance Series, which now contains 
eighty-five of his works.
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The Carl Fischer Performance Series for Band has five performance levels to provide you 
with a highly focused repertoire for your band. Each level has been carefully designed 
and graded, within specific guidelines, so that each piece in a level will work with your 
band when it achieves that level. Each level is also color coded for ease in finding the 
series that will be appropriate for your band, as it develops.

Within each grade level, you will find selections in a variety of styles and genres designed 
to meet all of your performance and teaching needs. The Carl Fischer composers and 
arrangers are some of the most respected writers in the business. Their music is dynamic, 
fresh and eminently worthy of your attention.

Young Performance Series
• Addition of a separate Trombone and Baritone part
• Addition of simple sixteenth-note rhythms
• Clarinet 2 still below break 
• Low brass writing carefully considered 
• Keys carefully considered
• Logical voice leading
• Still limited independence of parts
• Active percussion writing with more instrument options 
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