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About the Composition

Spice up your concert with students performing a march in both traditional and 
“show band” styles. This spirited piece will afford opportunities for students to 
learn traditional march style as well as the groove and swagger made popular 
by Historically Black College and University marching bands. Treat students and 
audiences to a march with two time-honored traditions‚ sure to be a highlight of 
any concert. 

Performance Notes

Marching bands from Historically Black Colleges and Universities (HCBU’s) are 
known for their distinctive “show band” style. Though there are moments when 
military bearing and other customs are honored, their performances are char-
acterized by groove, showmanship, and swagger. This piece draws from both 
the traditional march and show band traditions. Thus, attention to articulations—
especially accents and staccatos—will help bring out both traditional and show 
band style sections.

In the show band sections beginning in mm. 19, 39, and 62, it is critical that the 
accented “back beats” (beats 2 and 4) in the snare drum are always prominent. 
These strong back beats, a key element in the show band style, will help bring 
out the groove in these sections. If you have a larger band, multiple players can 
be used to cover the same part (a la marching band). The show band style is 
characterized by spirited performances with lots of swagger. To help convey 
excitement and evoke the feeling of a real show band performance, make sure 
that the parade whistle (a la drum major) in Percussion 2, as well as the yells, 
stomps, and other non-traditional sound effects by all players are heard clearly 
and performed with verve. 

About the Composer

Kevin Mixon is a National Board Certified Teacher and an instrumental music 
educator for Syracuse City Schools (NY). He is in frequent demand as a conduc-
tor and clinician for festivals and conferences such as the International Society 
for Music Education Convention, The Midwest International Band and Orchestra 
Clinic, National Association for Music Education events, and state and regional 
music conferences. He is author of Reaching and Teaching All Instrumental Music 
Students and contributing author to Teaching Music in the Urban Classroom (both 
NAfME/Rowman & Littlefield Publications). Several of his articles have appeared 
in Education Week, Music Educators Journal, Teaching Music, The Instrumental-
ist, Dalcroze Society of America Journal, and The National Band Association 
Journal. Mr. Mixon is also an accomplished composer and arranger with several 
published works for band and orchestra.
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