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About the Composition

Through the years Americans have answered the “call to duty,” whether in time of 
conflict, natural disaster or public service . Call to Duty March provides the oppor-
tunity for young bands to pay tribute to the men and women who serve and have 
served their nation .

Composed in traditional march form: first strain, second strain, first strain reprise, 
trio, break strain and final trio, the opening trumpet melody reappears in the break 
strain (m . 105) and as the coda (m . 129) . As with any march a separated style is 
appropriate, while maintaining good tone quality . The trio melody (m . 65) and 
harmony (Ob ./Clar ./A . Sax/Horn) should be performed in a more legato manor 
with the bass line remaining marcato . The break strain (m . 97) and final trio (m . 113) 
returning to a separated march articulation . .

About the Composer

Gene Milford (b . 1946), a Senior Lecturer in Music Education at The University of 
Akron; holds a Masters of Arts in Music History and PhD in Music Education from Kent 
State University . A public school instrumental music educator with 30 years of expe-
rience, he is a frequent guest conductor, clinician, and adjudicator and presented 
clinic sessions at regional and national conferences .

As a composer and arranger he has more than 80 published works for band, 
orchestra, choir and small ensembles . His professional affiliations include the NAfME 
and ASCAP, receiving the ASCAP Plus Award each year since 2001 . Dr . Milford was 
the 2006 inductee to the Ohio Band Directors Hall of Fame .
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