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About the Composition

Catawba Crossing was commissioned by the Catawba County (North Carolina) Honors 
Band and premiered by that ensemble with the composer conducting. The county was 
named for the Catawba tribe of Native Americans who took their name from the principal 
stream of the region, the Catawba River.

A brilliant fanfare opens the composition and reveals the principal motive that serves 
as the basis of the work. The Con moto espressivo passage is derived from the same 
motivic material, but provides a dramatic contrast to the opening section through its slow-
er tempo, expressive phrasing and legato style. Subito presto ushers in a brief develop-
ment section that features the percussion section and transitions to a rousing march in 
compound meter. A brief coda (m. 179) recalls the principal motive in augmentation and 
brings the composition to an exciting conclusion.

About the Composer

Dr. William Harbinson has received eight Editor’s Choice Awards (Pepper Music Catalog) 
that identify “the very best of the new music available.” His works for band appear on 
the contest/festival literature lists of several states. His symphonic work, Kallalanta, won 
the Merle J. Isaac Senior Composition Competition in 2007. His concert band work, All 
The Starry Band, was awarded the 2006 Hinda Honigman Cup from the North Carolina 
Federation of Music Clubs, and his symphonic orchestra work, Lake Dance, received the 
same award in 2011. His composition for brass and percussion, The Maestro’s Flourish, 
won the Dallas Wind Symphony Fanfare Competition in 2005.
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∑
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˙ œb œ
∑
∑
∑

30

∑
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˙ œb œ

œn .˙#

œœbn ..˙̇
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∑
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˙̇b>

˙b> >̇
˙b> >̇
˙̇b ˙̇>
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∑
Ó Œ œæ∑
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˙ >̇

˙ >̇

˙ >̇

˙̇nn
>
˙̇#>
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œ Œ Ó

ƒ
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∑
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∑
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∑œ Œ Ó
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∑

Œ
œ œ œ

Œ
œ œ œœb
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Œ œ œ œ
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Œ œ œ œœ
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∑œ Œ Ó
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P
Slowly q = 76

PP

P
P

P
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P

∑
∑
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wwb

˙ œ œ
∑

∑
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˙ œ œ

∑
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˙ œ œ

∑
Ó œ œ

∑
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Œ œ œ œ
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± Ó

P
P

P
P
P
Con moto espressivo q = 92

P

P

Con moto espressivo q = 92
– Picc.
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(Bb to C)

Triangle

P
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F

F

F
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œ œ œ œ

∑
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w

ww
w
w

∑
∑

ww

∑
w

w

∑
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∑
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∑
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