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About the Composition

A joyous arrangement of three familiar Christmas favorites, this is also a means of intro-
ducing the Rondo form to your students. Jolly Old Saint Nicholas is the recurring rondo 
A-theme, presented with variation each time and featuring different sections of the band. 
The contrasting B- and C-themes are Deck the Halls (mm. 17-48) and Up on the House 
Top (mm. 64-84), also known as Up on the Rooftop. The piece provides maximum oppor-
tunity for style and dynamic contrast. 

About the Composer

Gene Milford, a native of Canton, Ohio, is a Senior Lecturer in Music Education at The 
University of Akron, and has also served on the faculty of Kent State University and Hiram 
College. He holds degrees from Kent State University including a Masters of Arts in Music 
History and a Ph.D in Music Education. 

An instrumental music educator with 30 years of experience, his ensembles consistently 
received superior ratings at adjudicated events and performed at state and national pro-
fessional conferences. Dr. Milford has served as guest conductor, clinician, and adjudica-
tor and presented clinic sessions at regional and national conferences. His articles on 
music education have appeared in Triad, The Instrumentalist, Dialogues in Instrumental 
Music Education, and Contributions to Music Education.

As a composer and arranger Dr. Milford has received numerous commissions, grants and 
awards and has works for band, orchestra, choir and ensembles in the catalogues of eight 
publishers. His professional affiliations include the Ohio Music Education Association, 
where he has served as a district president and on numerous committees at both the dis-
trict and state level: ASBDA, having served as state chair, NBA, Phi Beta Mu, Phi Kappa 
Lambda, and ASCAP. He was the 2006 inductee to the Ohio Band Directors Hall of Fame.
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Chant, Chorale and DanceFull Score
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Bass Drum)

(Tambourine, 
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Crash Cymbals, 
Triangle, Mark Tree)
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The Carl Fischer Performance Series for Band has five performance levels to provide you 
with a highly focused repertoire for your band . Each level has been carefully designed 
and graded, within specific guidelines, so that each piece in a level will work with your 
band when it achieves that level . Each level is also color coded for ease in finding the 
series that will be appropriate for your band, as it develops .

Within each grade level, you will find selections in a variety of styles and genres designed 
to meet all of your performance and teaching needs . The Carl Fischer composers and 
arrangers are some of the most respected writers in the business . Their music is dynamic, 
fresh and eminently worthy of your attention .

Young Band
• Addition of a separate Trombone and Baritone part
• Addition of simple sixteenth-note rhythms
• Clarinet 2 still below break 
• Low brass writing carefully considered 
• Keys carefully considered
• Logical voice leading
• Still limited independence of parts
• Active percussion writing with more instrument options 
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