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Program Notes

Converse Fantasy was commissioned by the Wingate University Wind Ensemble, Dr. Dawn Perry, conduc-
tor. The work was commissioned in honor of Dr. G. Byrns Coleman, Professor of Humanities and Religion on 
the completion of fifty years of service to the university. The composition is based on one of Dr. Coleman’s 
favorite hymn tunes, “Converse,” commonly known as “What a friend we have in Jesus.”

The composition opens with a fanfare composed of motives from the hymn tune. The motives revealed by 
trumpet 1 (motive 1, m. 1), low brass and low reeds (motive 2, m. 2), and upper woodwinds (motive 3, m. 3) 
are derived, respectively, from mm. 1, 3 and 11–12 of the hymn. These motives serve as the principal mate-
rial for the composition.

The low brass and reeds take the melodic lead in the initial section (A) that follows the introduction (m. 21). 
The melody is based on an augmentation and extension of motive 2, and the woodwinds interject state-
ments of motive 1. The saxophones and horns take the lead at m. 39 (section B). The melody is based on 
an augmentation of motive 3. The percussion present a transition (m. 53) that leads to an abrupt pause. The 
lyrical melody of the Adagio section (C) is based on an inversion of the hymn tune. A partial statement of 
the hymn tune in its original form appears at m. 82. A developmental re-transition (m. 96) leads to a varied 
restatement of section A (m. 110) with the woodwinds taking the lead instead of the low brass and low reeds. 
A varied restatement section B follows (m. 126.) The percussion section ushers in a majestic tutti statement of 
the hymn (m. 144). A coda derived from the introduction material (m. 158) closes the composition.

About the Composer

Dr. William Harbinson is a Professor of Music Theory at Appalachian State University. He has received eight 
Editor’s Choice Awards (Pepper Music Catalog) that identify “the very best of the new music available.” His 
works for band appear on the contest/festival literature lists of several states. His symphonic work, Kallalanta, 
won the Merle J. Isaac Senior Composition Competition in 2007. His concert band work, All The Starry Band 
was awarded the 2006 Hinda Honigman Cup from the North Carolina Federation of Music Clubs, and 
his composition for brass and percussion, The Maestro’s Flourish won the Dallas Wind Symphony Fanfare 
Competition in 2005. He received the 100 Scholars Award from Appalachian State University (2008) signify-
ing his sustained record of creative activity.
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