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Program Notes

Leonardo da Vinci is considered by many to be one of the greatest geniuses of all fime. He was a painter; sculp-
for, musician, architect, mathematician, geologist, botanist, inventor, and so on. His insatiable need for knowledge
was, and continues to be, a model for how to live life fo the fullest. It was Da Vinci’s view of the world around him
that has made his works some of the greatest masterpieces in art and science.

Da Vinci was an accomplished musician. He played the flute, lyre and other instruments, and was an accom-
plished singer and music composer. For Da Vinci, music was sensory, spiritual nourishment. He viewed music as the
sister of painting because music is dependent upon hearing. To him the sense of sight was the ultimate window
to the soul.

Using his vision, Da Vinci was able to capture exquisite details of the human experience in his paintings. The
attention to detail was born in an exhaustive effort on his part to critique his work from every angle possible. Da
Vinci was known o have viewed his paintings with a mirror so that he could view them as if they were the work of
another artist. He was very critical of his own work and wanted to explore every possible way to make it better.

This piece is a fribute to the Da Vincian model of creativity. Using a single theme, it is the composer’s attempt to
use Da Vinci's approach to view this theme from every angle. Using a theme-and-variation-style approach, this
piece explores and develops many (but not all) of the musical possibilities for using this theme. By using repetitions
and variety, music is defined. It is the composer’s philosophy that musical composition is the art of exploring and
developing musically with a minimum amount of material. This can give a composition unity and variety at the
same time.

This work begins with a brass fanfare that defines the harmonic structure of the piece. It is followed by the theme
stated with a solo horn and flute. Affer the theme, the piece is a series of six variants based on the original theme
followed by a coda that contains material from the opening fanfare.

The first variant begins after the simplicity of the theme is stated by the full ensemble. The second variant is in a
quasi-march style with scherzando-type interjections from the woodwinds. Using a fragment of the theme in @
majestic style as a transition, the third variant develops the theme in a minor key with a quasi-Latin style. The per-
cussion instruments set the style and color this variant. The fourth variant is a shortened version of the theme in a
lush lower voice presentation that is quickly followed by the fifth variant in a triple meter. The sixth and final variant
is an extended version of the majestic transition with the combination of the bass line from the Latin variant and
a rhythmic fragment from the fifth variant as a harmonic pedal point. The coda follows with a restatement of the
fanfare material in triple meter to complete the work.

Inspired by the works and teachings of Leonard da Vinci, the composer hopes that this piece lives up to the ideals
of the great master. The piece was commissioned by the G. Ray Bodley High School Band from Fulton, New York,
under the direction of Terrance Caviness. The piece was originally composed and published in 1999. It is presented
here in a revised edition with many errors corrected from the original publication and some minor rewrites that
should give further clarity fo the piece.

It has been my pleasure to have the opportunity to write this piece. | hope you and your students enjoy it and find
it useful for your program.

—Larry Clark
Lakeland, FL 2010
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About the Composer

Music by Larry Clark (b. 1963) is some of the most popular and most performed by concert bands and string
orchestras of all ability levels. Larry is equally adept at writing music for beginners as he is for high school and
college ensembles. His music is funeful, contains a fresh harmonic perspective, is well scored and stretches
the musicianship of the performers. He prides himself on producing music that is not only intriguing tfo per-
formers and audiences alike but that contains a playability that comes from a keen understanding of the
technical difficulties inherent in all instruments. His pieces have been performed internationally and appear
on numerous contest/festival performance required music lists. He is an ASCAP award-winning composer,
has over 200 publications in print and is in demand to write commissions for bands and orchestras across
the country.

Besides his abilities as a composer Larry serves as Vice President, Editor-in-Chief for Carl Fischer Music. In
this capacity he oversees all publications in all genres for this esteemed music publisher. However, his main
focus is on selecting, editing and producing concert band and string orchestra music for the company. He
fravels the world representing Carl Fischer Music doing clinic/workshops and guest conducting appearanc-
es. His background as a former middle school and university band director at Syracuse University, combined
with his composing and editing, have placed Larry at the forefront of music for school ensembles. He holds
a Bachelors Degree in Music Education from Florida State University and Masters Degrees in Conducting
and Composition from James Madison University in Virginia. For more information about the music of Larry
Clark, visit his welbsite www.larryclarkmusic.com.
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