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About the Composition

The title of Epoch Fantasy occurred after some students, relatives, and friends 
suggested that the melodies reminded them of video game music . This was not 
the intent of the composer but it was taken as a compliment . It was hoped that 
the piece would be new, exciting, and different, so that middle school band 
students would want to play and practice it . The way it sounded made it fun 
to teach and musically rewarding . The melody at the beginning and the end is 
march-like and could describe a hero going on a quest or preparing for battle . 
The contrasting middle ballad creates another mood of peace and happiness . 
Musical phrasing in this section is important . There are melodies, countermelo-
dies, and simple counterpoint throughout the piece that help to teach musical 
independence and confidence .

About the Composer

Richard Summers is a music educator, performer, conductor, arranger, and com-
poser . Recently retired from NJ public schools, Rick taught instrumental music for 
32 years . He was a member of the West Point Band, graduated from Juilliard with 
both BM and MM degrees, and has taught all levels of instrumental music from 
elementary, middle and high schools and was also the concert band director 
and clarinet teacher at Wm . Paterson University . For many years, Mr . Summers 
has been concertmaster and assistant conductor of the Ridgewood Concert 
Band . Currently Rick is active as a guest conductor, clinician, adjudicator, and 
woodwind performer in the New Jersey and New York area . 

Over the years, several of Rick’s arrangements and compositions were written 
and performed by the groups that he taught and worked with . To be fortunate 
enough to have some of these pieces accepted for publication, then to share 
ideas and editing suggestions to enhance this music with Larry Clark is an honor 
and an invaluable experience . After years of performing music by many admired 
composers and arrangers of Carl Fisher Music it is a privilege to be included a 
part of this team .
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