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Performance Notes

Exhilaration was commissioned for the Zionsville West Middle School Band directed by Matthew Doublestein and 
Elizabeth Leatherberry. The piece is dedicated to the memory of Sandra Lee Laughman Graef, a great musician, 
teacher and friend. Major funding was provided by a generous grant from the Zionsville Education Foundation.

As the title of the piece implies, the mood of the piece for me was one of exhilaration. It begins with a sparkling 
woodwind flourish that is punctuated with metallic sounds in the percussion against a triplet figure in the bells. 
The brasses then join in with fanfare gestures, using fragments of the main theme followed by interjections from 
the battery percussion. The introduction builds into the main theme first stated by the horn and saxophones with 
punches from the rest of the band. The theme repeats with the addition of the trumpets on the theme along with 
more woodwind flourishes. A development section then follows set off by altered bass note chords and incessant 
rhythms in the snare drum played with brushes. This is followed by a mixed-metered presentation of an altered 
fragment of the theme as a bridge back to the main material. A fragment of the sparkling woodwind material 
from the beginning of the piece is used to connect one section of the piece to another and at this point leads to 
a shortened version of the main theme before subsiding into the second section of the work.  

The second part of the piece is a heartfelt melody with a cinematic character. It quarter-note triplets as the uni-
fying rhythmic motive. It should be lush and lyrical as a sharp contrast to the to opening section of the piece. 
After some development this section climaxes before returning to the main theme that is again developed with 
changes in orchestration and colors before leading to a dramatic coda to complete the piece. 

It has been my pleasure to have the opportunity to write this piece. I hope you and your students enjoy it and find 
it useful for your program.

—LARRY CLARK
Lakeland, FL  2009

About the Composer

Music by Larry Clark (b. 1963) is some of the most popular and most performed by concert bands and string 
orchestras of all ability levels. Larry is equally adept at writing music for beginners as he is for high school and 
college ensembles. His music is tuneful, contains a fresh harmonic perspective, is well scored and stretches the 
musicianship of the performers. He prides himself on producing music that is not only intriguing to performers and 
audiences alike but that contains a playability that comes from a keen understanding of the technical difficulties 
inherent in all instruments. His pieces have been performed internationally and appear on numerous contest/fes-
tival performance required music lists. He is an ASCAP award-winning composer, has over 200 publications in print 
and is in demand to write commissions for bands and orchestras across the country.

Besides his abilities as a composer Larry serves as Vice President, Editor-in-Chief for Carl Fischer Music. In this 
capacity he oversees all publications in all genres for this esteemed music publisher. However, his main focus is on 
selecting, editing and producing concert band and string orchestra music for the company. He travels the world 
representing Carl Fischer Music doing clinic/workshops and guest conducting appearances. His background as 
a former middle school and university band director at Syracuse University, combined with his composing and 
editing, have placed Larry at the forefront of music for school ensembles. He holds a Bachelors Degree in Music 
Education from Florida State University and Masters Degrees in Conducting and Composition from James Madison 
University in Virginia. For more information about the music of Larry Clark, visit his website www.larryclarkmusic.
com.
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