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Program Notes
This piece was inspired by my grandfather. He was a gentle, quiet, and strong man who 
lived the kind of life that has almost disappeared in these modern times. He was a farmer, 
handyman, carpenter, dam builder, and just about anything else that someone needed 
at the time. He kept a team of horses long after tractors arrived on the scene, and traveled 
to town on weekends in a horse-drawn sleigh after snow had arrived in winter. Though he 
was not a musician, he loved music and saw to it that each of his three children received 
musical training. Red River Valley was his favorite song. It is a wonderful tune with poignant 
lyrics beginning, “From this valley they say you are going, I will miss your bright eyes and 
sweet smile...”

This setting offers three distinct treatments of the melody. The opening should be treated as 
a fanfare, with bold and majestic statements from all voices. The middle section, beginning 
with the oboe and clarinet duet, should be performed in a very legato style with expression 
and rubato. Work for warm rich sounds from the lower voices in the tutti sections. The dance 
should be just that: accurate rhythms, steady tempo, and a rollicking sense of fun. Imagine 
a hoedown. When the final measures arrive with the recapitulation of the opening fanfare, 
the maestoso style should return. 

—Gregory B. Rudgers
Ithaca, New York

About the Composer

Greg Rudgers graduated from Ithaca College in 1970 and also holds degrees and 
advanced study from Elmira College, and Northwestern University respectively. He directed 
bands, orchestras, jazz bands, and marching bands in the public schools for many years 
and is currently on the adjunct faculty of Roberts Wesleyan College in Rochester, New 
York, where he teaches composition to Music Education masters degree candidates, and 
the Ithaca College School of Music in the Music Education Department. Mr. Rudgers is a 
sought-after guest conductor and clinician and has conducted honor bands and deliv-
ered clinics throughout the Northeast. He is a published author with articles in The Music 
Educator’s Journal, Teaching Music, The Instrumentalist, The School Music News, and other 
state journals. He composes and arranges for concert band, wind ensemble, orchestra, 
string orchestra, and also writes solos and ensembles.
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 All rights reserved including performing rights.
WARNING! This composition is protected by Copyright law. To photocopy or reproduce

by any method is an infringement of the Copyright law. Anyone who reproduces copyrighted
matter is subject to substantial penalties and assessments for each infringement.
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The Carl Fischer Performance Series for Band has five performance levels to provide 
you with a highly focused repertoire for your band. Each level has been carefully 
designed and graded, within specific guidelines, so that each piece in a level will 
work with your band when it achieves that level. Each level is also color coded for 
ease in finding the series that will be appropriate for your band, as it develops.

Within each grade level, you will find selections in a variety of styles and genres 
designed to meet all of your performance and teaching needs. The Carl Fischer 
composers and arrangers are some of the most respected writers in the business. 
Their music is dynamic, fresh and eminently worthy of your attention.

Concert Performance Series
• Expanded instrumentation to 2 Flute, 3 Clarinet, 3 Trumpet, 2 Horn and  

2 Trombone parts
• Expanded use of rhythms, ranges, keys, but technical demands are still carefully 

considered
• Generous cross cueing of exposed or solo parts
• Expanded percussion writing, within reason, for maturing students
• Careful selection of keys and degree of difficulty for advancing musicians
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