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Program Notes

Huron Trail is an energetic piece for concert band commissioned for the 23rd Annual Huron Area Junior High Honors
Band. The first performance was in Caseville Michigan on November 9, 2008. The participating schools and their direc-
tors were:

Bad Axe Junior High - Ryan Watt, Cathy Hoeft, North Huron Schools = Darin McNabb
Bill Heffelfinger Owendale Gagetown Schools — Don Starks
Caseville Junior High — Mike Shilakes, Robert Gulash Ubly Junior High — Jennifer Nicol
Harbor Beach Community Schools - Robert H. Stalker  Unionville Sebewaing Area Middle School -
Laker Junior High — Jessica Zarnke Samantha Corrion, Jason Parmenter
Millington Meachum Junior High — Mark VanHoose, Vassar Public Schools - Philip Chelekis
Aaron Mirakovits

Performance Notes

The music reflects the rich tradition of tribal music from centuries ago. It depicts the challenges of the early seftlers and
the perils that lay along the frontier. Percussion is an infegral part of this musical tradition and is featured extensively in
this piece.

The slow opening motive becomes the main melodic idea throughout. The percussion set up the rhythmic groove at m.10
which provides a dramatic backdrop to the low voices on the melody. Please play the quarter notes full value to avoid
a choppy sound. The upper winds provide some rhythmic pops at m. 22. Be sure fo count properly because they often
occur af beat 2 of the measure. The upper winds get their opportunity on the melody at m. 27. There is an optional open
percussion solo from mm. 41-44. Have some fun with your ensemble here. Feel free to experiment with different instru-
ments and rhythms. The clapping in the wind players serves as an accompaniment to the percussion. A softer inferlude
follows in the winds at m. 49. Use a warm, rich sound here to contrast with the more aggressive rhythmic playing from
before. An extended build up section at m. 62 brings us into a final presentation of the melody at m. 78. Over-exaggerate
the dynamics for an optimal musical effect and drive the music towards the resolute ending.

About the Composer

Sean O’Loughlin (b.1972) is a fresh voice and a rising name in the music world. His music is characterized by vibrant
rhythms, passionate melodies, and colorful scoring. Commissions from the Boston Pops Orchestra, the Los Angeles
Philharmonic and the Hollywood Bowl Orchestra highlight and showcase his diverse musical abilities. As a conductor, he
has led performances with the Boston Pops Orchestra, the Vancouver Symphony, the Aflanta Symphony, the Baltimore
Symphony, the Grant Park Orchestra, and the Philadelphia Chamber Orchestra. He was the conductor and arranger for
a recent orchestral tour with the band The Decemberists.

As an arranger and orchestrator, he has worked with such artists as Natalie Merchant, Chris Isaak, Feist, Blue Man Group,
Pink Martini, Christian McBride, Belle and Sebastian, Josh Ritter, and others. The Los Angeles Times calls his orchestrations
“..colorful while adding ..even more dimension... fo the compositions.” Daily Variety heralds Sean’s writing as “most
impressive ..with a wide range of coloring in the orchestra..that...adds heft and rolling energy.”

Growing up in Syracuse, New York, Sean displayed a passion for music and showed musical falent af an early age. Sean
benefited from loving parents who supported his musical aspirations and challenged him to explore music as a career.
During his undergraduate years at Syracuse University, Sean’s musical career began to take shape with the guidance of
Larry Clark. As Vice-President at Carl Fischer Music, Larry contfinues to be a major influence in Sean’s professional career
as mentor and friend.

An avid supporter of music education, Sean frequently writes for the Los Angeles Philharmonic’s youth concert series.
Through his growing number of commissions and published works, Sean is excited to confinue contributing to the rich his-
tory of orchestral and wind band literature. An annual ASCAP Special Awards winner, Sean was a composition fellow at
the Henry Mancini Institute in Los Angeles, and holds degrees from New England Conservatory and Syracuse University.
His music is published exclusively by Carl Fischer. Sean and his wife Dena reside in Los Angeles. For more information,

please visit Sean’s welb-site at www.grayslacks.com.
FPS76F
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matter is subject to substantial penalties and assessments for each infringement.
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