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About the Composition

Legacy of Honor was commissioned by the Ludington Guard Band from Menomonie, Wisconsin in honor 
of all past directors in celebration for their dedication and leadership during the band’s 125 year history.

The Ludington Guard Band is one of the oldest bands still performing in American. Its rich history dates 
back to its association with the Ludington Guard, but it is not a military unit. It is a community band 
of dedicated musicians that every year plays every Tuesday evening during the summer in the band 
shell that bears their name in downtown Menomonie, Wisconsin. I had the pleasure of writing this 
piece to celebrate with them their 125th anniversary and was able to conduct the premiere of the 
piece on July 30, 2013. It was one of the highlights of my musical career. It was like going back in time 
to a slice of Americana. The town, the band, and the people were something right out of a Norman 
Rockwell painting. It was truly wonderful to be a part of this special event.

The piece is a concert overture in the standard ABA form. I wanted to have two distinct ideas repre-
sented in the music, and those were first and foremost celebratory as is the nature of the uptempo A 
section of the piece. Second, I wanted to express the sentimental nature of this anniversary through 
the lush lyrical B section. It was also my desire that since this piece was written for adult musicians that 
each section be given important parts to play that they would enjoy playing over and over again. It 
is my hope that I achieved these three goals with this piece.

The Ludington Guard band, this small Wisconsin town, and most importantly the members of the band that 
I have gotten to know will always have a special place in my heart and consequently this piece will as well. 

It has been my pleasure to have the opportunity to write this piece. I hope you and your students 
enjoy it and find it useful for your program.

—LARRY CLARK
Lakeland, FL 2014

About the Composer

Music by Larry Clark (b. 1963) is some of the most popular and most performed by concert bands 
and string orchestras of all ability levels.  Larry is equally adept at writing music for beginners as he 
is for high school and college ensembles.  His music is tuneful, contains a fresh harmonic perspec-
tive, is well scored and stretches the musicianship of the performers.  He prides himself on producing 
music that is not only intriguing to performers and audiences alike but that contains a playability 
that comes from a keen understanding of the technical difficulties inherent in all instruments. His 
pieces have been performed internationally and appear on numerous contest/festival performance 
required music lists. He is an ASCAP award-winning composer, has over 200 publications in print and 
is in demand to write commissions for bands and orchestras across the country.

Besides his abilities as a composer Larry serves as Vice President, Editor-in-Chief for Carl Fischer Music.  
In this capacity he oversees all publications in all genres for this esteemed music publisher.  However, 
his main focus is on selecting, editing and producing concert band and string orchestra music for 
the company.  He travels the world representing Carl Fischer Music doing clinic/workshops and guest 
conducting appearances.  His background as a former middle school and university band director 
at Syracuse University, combined with his composing and editing, have placed Larry at the forefront 
of music for school ensembles. He holds a Bachelors Degree in Music Education from Florida State 
University and Masters Degrees in Conducting and Composition from James Madison University in Vir-
ginia.  For more information about the music of Larry Clark, visit his website www.larryclarkmusic.com.
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