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About the Composition

This arrangement of the second movement of Grieg’s Second Suite from Peer Gynt, Op. 55, is intended 
for a moderately advanced band. The original title, “Arabian Dance,” pertains more to the story than the 
actual musical content; thus, striving for a performance in the style of a concert march will be very much 
in keeping with the original music.

Beyond the standard band instrumentation, Grieg’s scoring requires two piccolos and two flutes.

Trumpet parts will require the execution of triple-tonguing. Replacing the triplets with two sixteenths is an 
acceptable alteration if necessary.

Percussion parts are left essentially as Grieg wrote them. They include snare drum, bass drum, crash 
cymbals, triangle and tambourine. Highly recommended are a large pair of cymbals, a high quality tam-
bourine and a good bass drum mallet.

Sudden dynamic contrasts in the music, which occur frequently, will require particular attention for a suc-
cessful performance.  The lyrical section first heard at m. 46 is akin to the trio in a march. The interplay 
between the clarinet and euphonium sections will require careful balance.

A fortissimo alternate ending has been provided at m. 143. This ending is more in keeping with the march 
style. Grieg’s pianissimo ending is intended for the play’s onstage action. 

This arrangement has been recorded by Carl Fischer, and the performance is available online free 
of charge.

Thank you for choosing this arrangement. I hope your students and audience will find it instructive 
and enjoyable.

—Joseph Compello
Glen Arm, Maryland

About the Arranger

Joseph Compello, a native of Carbondale, Pennsylvania, holds degrees in music education from the 
Peabody Conservatory and Towson University. During his 31-year career as an instrumental music 
teacher in Maryland, he wrote numerous compositions for his students. In 1994, Andrew Balent began 
publishing many of these classroom-tested pieces including his debut publication Cadets on Parade, and 
the 1996 best-seller Rock to the Max, Mr. Sax. Now retired from teaching with over 100 published works 
to his credit, Compello continues to draw on his extensive background in music education to compose 
new music exclusively for Carl Fischer’s Performance Series. His music for young players is now a model 
for college curricular study by music education students. A master’s thesis by Abel Borg entitled “The 
resourceful and engaging compositions for beginning band by Joseph Compello”  is available at: http://
gradworks.umi.com/MR/75/MR75572.html.

Compello’s journey from school teacher to internationally published composer was recently chronicled 
in the Baltimore Sun. His music is now performed worldwide in venues ranging from school concerts to 
Carnegie Hall.
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>

œ œ œ Œ
̇. œj ‰ œ> œ œ œ> Œ œ> œ œ œ> Œ
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46

46 47 48 49 50

Picc. 1, 2

Fl. 1, 2

Ob. 1, 2

Cl. 1
in Bb

Cl. 2, 3
 in Bb

B. Cl.
in Bb

Bsn.

A. Sax. 1, 2
in Eb

T. Sax.
in Bb

Bar. Sax.
in Eb

Tpt. 1
in Bb

Tpt. 2, 3
in Bb

Hn. 1, 2
in F

Tbn. 1, 2

Euph.

Tuba

Perc. 1

Perc. 2

Perc. 3

& ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

& ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

& ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

& ##

& ##

& ##
p

? ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

& ###
Tbn. 1

p

& ##
Tbn. 2

p

& ### B. Cl.

p

& ## ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

& ##
Hn. 1, 2

p

& #
p

?
p

?
mp cantabile

?
p

 ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

 ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑


Tri.

p

˙ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ Œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ Ó œ œ- œ- ˙

˙ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ Œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ Ó œ œ- œ- ˙

œj ‰ œj ‰ œj ‰ œj ‰ œj ‰ œj ‰ œj ‰ œj ‰ œj ‰ œj ‰ œj ‰ œj ‰ œj ‰ œj ‰ œj ‰ œj ‰ œ
j ‰ œj ‰ œj ‰ œj ‰

‰ œj ‰ œj ‰ œJ ‰ œJ ‰ œj ‰ œj ‰ œj ‰ œj ‰ œj ‰ œj ‰ œJ ‰ œJ ‰ œj ‰ œj ‰ œj ‰ œj ‰ œJ ‰ œJ ‰ œJ ‰ œJ

‰ œj ‰ œj ‰ œj ‰ œj ‰ œj ‰ œj ‰ œj ‰ œj ‰ œj ‰ œj ‰ œ# j ‰ œj ‰ œj ‰ œj ‰ œj ‰ œj ‰ œ# j ‰ œj ‰ œ# j ‰ œj

œj ‰ œj ‰ œj ‰ œj ‰ œj ‰ œj ‰ œj ‰ œj ‰ œj ‰ œj ‰ œj ‰ œj ‰ œj ‰ œj ‰ œj ‰ œj ‰ œJ ‰ œJ ‰ œj ‰ œj ‰

‰
œœ
j ‰
œœ
j ‰
œ
œ
#
j ‰

œ
œj ‰

œœ
j ‰
œœ
j ‰
œœ
j ‰
œœ
j ‰

œœ
j ‰

œœ
j ‰ œœ#

j ‰ œœ
j ‰

œœ
j ‰
œœ
j ‰
œœ
j ‰
œœ
j ‰

œœ#
j ‰
œœ
j ‰
œœ#
j ‰
œœ
j

‰ œœ
j ‰ œœ
j ‰ œœ#
j ‰ œœ
j ‰ œœ

j ‰ œœ
j ‰ œœ
j ‰ œœ
j ‰ œœ
j ‰ œœ
j ‰ œœ#
j ‰ œœ
j ‰ œœ

j ‰ œœ
j ‰ œœ
j ‰ œœ
j ‰ œœ#
j ‰ œœ
j ‰ œœ#
j ‰ œœ
j

‰ œœJ ‰
œœJ ‰
œœJ ‰
œœJ ‰ œœJ ‰

œœJ ‰
œœJ ‰
œœJ ‰
œœJ ‰
œœJ ‰
œœ#J ‰
œœJ ‰ œœJ ‰

œœJ ‰
œœJ ‰
œœJ ‰
œœ#J ‰
œœJ ‰
œœ#J ‰
œœJ

˙ ˙ ˙ œ œ œ œ œ œ ˙ œ œ ˙ œ# . œJ

œ
j ‰
œ
j ‰
œ
j ‰
œ
j ‰

œ
j ‰
œ
j ‰
œ
j ‰
œ
j ‰
œ
j ‰
œ
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œ
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œ
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œ
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œ
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œ
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œ
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51 52

poco rit.

poco rit.

53

54

54

a tempo

a tempo

54 55

Picc. 1, 2

Fl. 1, 2

Ob. 1, 2

Cl. 1
in Bb

Cl. 2, 3
 in Bb

B. Cl.
in Bb

Bsn.

A. Sax. 1, 2
in Eb

T. Sax.
in Bb

Bar. Sax.
in Eb

Tpt. 1
in Bb

Tpt. 2, 3
in Bb

Hn. 1, 2
in F

Tbn. 1, 2

Euph.

Tuba

Perc. 1

Perc. 2

Perc. 3

& ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

& ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

& ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

& ##

& ##

& ##

? ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

& ###

& ##

& ## #

& ## ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

& ##

& #

?

?

?

 ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

 ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑



œ œ- œ- ˙ œ œ- œ- œ> œ Œ œ œ œ ˙ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ> œ Ó

œ œ- œ- ˙ œ œ- œ- œ> œ Œ œ œ œ ˙ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ> œ Ó

œj ‰ œj ‰ œj ‰ œj ‰ œ
j ‰ œj ‰ œj ‰ œ

j ‰ œj ‰ œ
j ‰ œj ‰ œ

j ‰ œj ‰ œj ‰ œj ‰ œj ‰ œj ‰ œj ‰ œj ‰ œj ‰

‰ œJ ‰ œJ ‰ œJ ‰ œJ ‰ œJ ‰ œJ ‰ œJ ‰ œJ ‰ œJ ‰ œJ ‰ œJ ‰ œJ ‰ œJ ‰ œJ ‰ œJ ‰ œJ ‰ œJ ‰ œJ ‰ œJ ‰ œJ

‰ œ# j ‰ œj ‰ œ# j ‰ œj ‰ œ# j ‰ œj ‰ œ# j ‰ œj ‰ œ# j ‰ œ# j ‰ œj ‰ œj ‰ œJ ‰ œJ ‰ œ#
j ‰ œj ‰ œJ ‰ œJ ‰ œJ ‰ œJ

œJ ‰ œJ ‰ œj ‰ œj ‰ œJ ‰ œJ ‰ œj ‰ œJ ‰ œj ‰ œJ ‰ œj ‰ œJ ‰ œj ‰ œj ‰ œj ‰ œj ‰ œJ ‰ œJ ‰ œJ ‰ œJ ‰

‰
œœ#
j ‰
œœ
j ‰
œœ#
j ‰
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j ‰

œœ#
j ‰
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j ‰
œœ#
j ‰
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j ‰

œœ#
j ‰
œœ#
j ‰
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j ‰
œœ
j ‰ œœ

j ‰ œœ
j ‰ œœ#

j ‰ œœ
j ‰ œœ

j ‰ œœ
j ‰ œœ

j ‰
œ
œj

‰ œœ#
j ‰ œœ
j ‰ œœ#
j ‰ œœ
j ‰ œœ#
j ‰ œœ
j ‰ œœ#
j ‰ œœ
j ‰ œœ#
j ‰ œœ#
j ‰ œœ
j ‰ œœ
j ‰ œœJ ‰

œœJ ‰
œœ#J ‰

œœJ ‰ œœJ ‰
œœJ ‰
œœJ ‰
œœJ

‰
œœ#J ‰
œœJ ‰
œœ#J ‰
œœJ ‰

œœ#J ‰
œœJ ‰
œœ#J ‰
œœJ ‰

œœ#J ‰
œœ#J ‰
œœJ ‰
œœJ ‰

œœJ ‰
œœJ ‰
œœ#J ‰

œœJ ‰
œœJ ‰
œœJ ‰
œœJ ‰
œœJ

˙ œ# . œJ ˙ . œ œ ˙ œ ˙ œ . œJ ˙ œ œ# œ œ

œj ‰ œj ‰ œj
‰
œj
‰ œj ‰ œj ‰ œj

‰ œj ‰ œj
‰ œj ‰ œj

‰ œj ‰ œj
‰
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‰
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‰
œj
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56 57 58 59 60

Picc. 1, 2

Fl. 1, 2

Ob. 1, 2

Cl. 1
in Bb

Cl. 2, 3
 in Bb

B. Cl.
in Bb

Bsn.

A. Sax. 1, 2
in Eb

T. Sax.
in Bb

Bar. Sax.
in Eb

Tpt. 1
in Bb

Tpt. 2, 3
in Bb

Hn. 1, 2
in F

Tbn. 1, 2

Euph.

Tuba

Perc. 1

Perc. 2

Perc. 3

& ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

& ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

& ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

& ##
f

& ##
f

& ##
cresc. f

? ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

& ###
cresc. f

& ##
cresc. f

& ###
cresc. f

& ## ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

& ##
cresc. f

& #
cresc. f

?
cresc. f

?
cresc. f3

3

?
cresc. f

 ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

 ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑


cresc. f

œ. œ. œ> œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ> œ Ó œ œn œ œ œ œn Ó œ œ œ# œ

œ. œ. œ> œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ> œ Ó œ œn œ œ œ œn Ó œ œ œ# œ

œj ‰ œj ‰ œj ‰ œj ‰ œj ‰ œj ‰ œj ‰ œj ‰ œj ‰ œj ‰ œn j ‰ œj ‰ œj ‰ œj ‰ œj ‰ œj ‰ œj ‰ œj ‰ œj ‰ œj ‰

‰ œJ ‰ œJ ‰ œJ ‰ œJ ‰ œJ ‰ œJ ‰ œJ ‰ œJ ‰ œJ ‰ œJ ‰ œJ ‰ œJ ‰ œJ ‰ œJ ‰ œJ ‰ œJ ‰ œJ ‰ œJ ‰ œJ ‰ œJ
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‰ œœ
j ‰ œœ

j ‰ œœ#
j ‰ œœ

j ‰ œœ
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j ‰

œ
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j ‰ œœ
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j ‰ œœ
j ‰ œœ#
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j ‰
œœ#
j ‰
œœ
j ‰ œœn

j ‰ œœ
j ‰
œœ#
j ‰
œœ
j

‰ œœJ ‰
œœJ ‰
œœ#J ‰

œœJ ‰ œœJ ‰
œœJ ‰
œœJ ‰
œœJ ‰ œœ#J ‰

œœJ ‰
œœnJ ‰
œœJ ‰
œœ#J ‰
œœJ ‰ œœ#
j ‰ œœ
j ‰ œœnJ ‰

œœJ ‰ œ
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j

‰
œœJ ‰
œœJ ‰
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œœJ ‰
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œœJ ‰
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œœ#J ‰
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œœn J ‰
œœJ ‰
œœ#J ‰
œœJ ‰
œœ#J ‰
œœJ ‰
œœn J ‰
œœJ ‰
œœ#J ‰
œœJ

˙ œ . œJ œ œ œ œ œ# œ œ œ œ w œ œ# œ# œ w

œj
‰
œj
‰
œj
‰
œj
‰ œj ‰ œj ‰ œj ‰ œj ‰ œj ‰ œj ‰ œb j ‰ œj ‰ œj ‰ œj ‰ œj ‰ œj ‰ œj

‰
œj
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61 62 63 64 65

Picc. 1, 2

Fl. 1, 2

Ob. 1, 2

Cl. 1
in Bb

Cl. 2, 3
 in Bb

B. Cl.
in Bb

Bsn.

A. Sax. 1, 2
in Eb

T. Sax.
in Bb

Bar. Sax.
in Eb

Tpt. 1
in Bb

Tpt. 2, 3
in Bb

Hn. 1, 2
in F

Tbn. 1, 2

Euph.

Tuba

Perc. 1

Perc. 2

Perc. 3

& ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ # # #

& ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ # # #

& ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ a2

pp

# # #

& ##
dim. pp

# # # # #

& ##
dim. pp

# # # # #

& ##
pp

# # # # #
? ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

pp

# # #

& ## #
dim.

∑ # # # # # #

& ##
dim.

∑ # # # # #

& ## #
dim.

Play

p

# # # # # #

& ## ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ # # # # #

& ##
dim. pp

# # # # #

& #
dim. pp

# # # #

?
dim.

∑ # # #

?
dim. p

# # #

?
dim. p

# # #

 ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ # # #

 ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑


p p

Tamb.

Ó Œ œ. œ.#

œ œ Ó œ œ œ œ ˙ ˙n œ œ œ# œ Ó Œ œ. œ.

œ œ Ó œ œ œ œ ˙ ˙n œ œ œ# œ Ó Œ œ.# œ.

œj ‰ œj ‰ œj ‰ œj ‰ œj ‰ œj ‰ œn j ‰ œj ‰ œj
‰
œj
‰ œj ‰ œj ‰ œj ‰ œj ‰ œj ‰ œj ‰ Ó Œ œj ‰

Ó Œ œj ‰

‰ œJ ‰ œJ ‰ œJ ‰ œJ ‰ œJ ‰ œJ ‰ œJ ‰ œJ ‰ œJ ‰ œJ ‰ œJ ‰ œJ ‰ œJ ‰ œJ ‰ œJ ‰ œJ

‰ œJ ‰ œJ ‰ œ# j ‰ œj ‰ œ#
j ‰ œj ‰ œj ‰ œj ‰ œJ ‰ œJ ‰ œnJ ‰ œJ ‰ œJ ‰ œJ ‰ œ#

j ‰ œj

œj ‰ œj ‰ œj ‰ œj ‰ œj ‰ œj ‰ œn j ‰ œj ‰ œj ‰ œj ‰ œJ ‰ œJ ‰
œJ ‰ œJ ‰ œJ ‰ œJ ‰ Ó Œ œJ ‰

‰ œœ
j ‰ œœ

j ‰
œœ#
j ‰
œœ
j ‰ œœ#

j ‰ œœ
j ‰ œœ

j ‰ œœ
j ‰ œœ

j ‰ œœ
j ‰ œœ#

j ‰ œœ
j ‰ œœn

j ‰ œœ
j ‰
œœ#
j ‰
œœ
j œ> œ. œ. œ> œ. œ.

‰ œœJ ‰
œœJ ‰ œœ#
j ‰ œœ
j ‰ œœ#J ‰ œœJ ‰ œœJ ‰ œœJ ‰

œœJ ‰
œœJ ‰
œœ#J ‰
œœJ ‰
œœnJ ‰
œœJ ‰ œ
œ# j ‰ œœ
j
œœ> œ
œ
. œ
œ
. œ
œ
> œ
œ
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œ
.

‰
œœJ ‰
œœJ ‰
œœ#J ‰
œœJ ‰

œœn# J ‰
œœJ ‰
œœJ ‰
œœJ ‰
œœJ ‰
œœJ ‰
œœ#J ‰
œœJ ‰
œœn J ‰
œœJ ‰
œœ#J ‰
œœJ

œ œ œ# œ ˙ œ œn ˙ œ œ œ ˙ ˙ Ó Œ œ. œ.

œj
‰
œj
‰
œj
‰
œj
‰
œj
‰
œj
‰
œb j
‰ œb j ‰ œj ‰ œj ‰ œj ‰ œj ‰ œj ‰ œj ‰ œj ‰ œj ‰ Ó Œ œj ‰
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66

66

66 67 68 69

Picc. 1, 2

Fl. 1, 2

Ob. 1, 2

Cl. 1
in Bb

Cl. 2, 3
 in Bb

B. Cl.
in Bb

Bsn.

A. Sax. 1, 2
in Eb

T. Sax.
in Bb

Bar. Sax.
in Eb

Tpt. 1
in Bb

Tpt. 2, 3
in Bb

Hn. 1, 2
in F

Tbn. 1, 2

Euph.

Tuba

Perc. 1

Perc. 2

Perc. 3

& ### ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

& ### ∑
a2

p

∑

& ###

& ## # # #

& ## # # #

& ## # # #
? ## #

& ## # # # #
Hn. 1

pp

& ### # #
Hn. 2

pp

& ### # # #

& ## # # # ∑
p

∑

& ### # # ∑ Play

p

∑

& ### #

? ## #

? ## #

? ## #

 # # # ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

 ∑
pp

∑



Œ ‰
œ.
J
œ>
Œ Œ ‰

œ.
J
œ>
Œ

œ># œ. œ. œ> œ. œ. œ œJ ‰ Œ œ. œ. œ> œ. œ. œ> œ. œ. œ> œJ ‰ Ó

œ> œ. œ. œ> œ.> œ. œ> œJ ‰ Œ œ. œ. œ> œ. œ. œ> œ. œ. œ> œJ ‰ Œ ‰ œJ

œ> œ. œ. œ>n œ.> œ. œ># œj ‰ Œ œ. œ. œ
> œ. œ. œ>n œ. œ. œ># œj ‰ Œ ‰ œJ

˙ ˙# œ . ‰ Œ œ.j ‰ ˙ ˙# œ . ‰ Œ ‰ œj

˙ ˙# œ . ‰ Œ œ.j
‰ ˙ ˙# œ . ‰ Œ ‰

œJ

œ> œ. œ. œ> œ. œ. œ> œ. œ. œ> œ. œ. œ> œ. œ. œ> œ. œ. œ> œ. œ. œ> Œ

œ> œ. œ. œ> œ. œ. œ> œ. œ. œ> œ. œ. œ> œ. œ. œ> œ. œ. œ> œ. œ. œ>
Œ

œj ‰ Œ œ>n
j Œ ‰ œ# j ‰ Œ Œ œJ ‰ œj ‰ Œ œ>n

j Œ ‰ œ# j ‰ Œ Ó

Œ ‰ œ.J œ> Œ Œ ‰ œ.J œ> Œ

Œ ‰ œœ
.
J
œœ
> Œ Œ ‰ œœ

.
J
œœ
> Œ
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œ
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œ
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œ
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œ
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œ
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œ
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œ
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œ
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œ
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œ
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œ
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œ
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œ
. œ
œ
>
Œ

ẇ ˙n œœ# .. ‰ Œ œœ.J ‰
ẇ ˙n œœ# .. ‰ Ó

œ> œ. œ. œ># œ. œ. œ> œ. œ. œ
>
œ. œ. œ> œ. œ. œ># œ. œ. œ> œ. œ. œ

>
Œ

œ
j ‰ Œ

œ>#
j Œ ‰

œj
‰ Œ Œ œj ‰ œ
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œ>#
j Œ ‰
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‰ Œ Ó
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70 71 72 73

Picc. 1, 2

Fl. 1, 2

Ob. 1, 2

Cl. 1
in Bb

Cl. 2, 3
 in Bb

B. Cl.
in Bb

Bsn.

A. Sax. 1, 2
in Eb

T. Sax.
in Bb

Bar. Sax.
in Eb

Tpt. 1
in Bb

Tpt. 2, 3
in Bb

Hn. 1, 2
in F

Tbn. 1, 2

Euph.

Tuba

Perc. 1

Perc. 2

Perc. 3

& ### ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ n n n

& ## # ∑
f

∑
p

n n n

& ## # ∑
f

∑ n n n

& ## # # #
p

# #

& ## # # #
p

# #

& ## # # # ∑ # #

? ## # ∑ n n n

& ## # # # # ∑
Play

f

∑ # # #

& ## # # # ∑
Play

f

∑ # #

& ## # # # # ∑
p

∑ # # #

& ## # # # ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ # #

& ## # # # ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ # #

& ## # # ∑
p

∑ #

? ## # ∑
f

∑ n n n

? ## # ∑
f p

∑
f p

n n n

? ## # ∑
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