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Program Notes

Mexican Folk Song Fantasy is a theme-and-variations composition for a moderately advanced band. The subtitle, 
“Percussion Gone Buggy,” refers not only to the prominence of the percussion section in this piece, but also to the 
Mexican folk song upon which the variations are based, namely La Cucaracha.

The characteristic Mexican rhythmic device of performing two beats against three beats is prevalent in this music. 
Notice the opening bars (mm. 1-4) where the marimba and guiro divide the measures into two equal parts. 
Immediately following at m. 5 is an overlay of a typical 3-beats-per-measure pattern in the bass. Secure, accurate 
execution of this type of rhythmic contrast is essential for a successful performance.

Depending on the strength of the wind section in the band, the director may double percussion where good bal-
ance dictates.

Students interested in Mexican history will find that a little research on the song La Cucaracha will reveal some 
interesting facts about the lyrics.

Thank you for choosing this composition. I trust that you and your students find it entertaining and instructive.

—Joseph Compello
Glen Arm, Maryland, 2010

About the Composer

Joseph Compello, a native of Carbondale, Pennsylvania, holds degrees in music education from the Peabody 
Conservatory and Towson University. During his 31 year career as an instrumental music teacher in Maryland, he 
wrote numerous compositions for his students. In 1994, Carl Fischer began publishing many of these classroom-
tested pieces including his debut publication Cadets on Parade, and the 1996 best-seller Rock to the Max, Mr. 
Sax. Compello’s journey from school teacher to internationally published composer was recently chronicled in the 
Baltimore Sun. His music is now performed worldwide in venues ranging from school concerts to Carnegie Hall. 
Now retired from teaching with over 100 published works to his credit, Compello continues to draw on his extensive 
background in music education to compose new music exclusively for Carl Fischer’s Performance Series.
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